“Serve one another in love”

Reading at Upton Heath Church of
England Primary School

Subject Leads: R. Mistry and A. Massey

Intent:
At Upton Heath C of E Primary School, we are passionate about ensuring all children become confident and enthusiastic
readers and writers. We believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and
discussion. We aim to inspire an appreciation of quality literature and a habit of reading widely and often as the ability to read
and understand opens up learning for the children. We aspire to engage the children through visiting authors, reading events
linked to local libraries and initiatives such as our Accelerated Reader scheme.
In EYFS and Year 1, the teaching of phonics is of high priority and is emphasised as the key route in the early teaching of
reading to beginner readers at the start of school. The phonics programme that we use, Anima Phonics, follows all aspects of
the Synthetic Phonics Teaching Principles set out by the IFERI (International Foundation for Effective Reading Instruction.)
In Year 2-6, we follow the ‘Pathways to Read’ programme which informs our long term plan and is directly linked to the
National Curriculum. We also use Pathways to Write to drive our writing curriculum. This aligns with Pathways to Read ensuring
meaningful links for our pupils with high quality and engaging texts, which cover a variety of genres and link learning to the
wider curriculum.
Through our reading curriculum, our children have opportunities to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and
spiritually which enhances our school vision of ‘enriching lives – serving one another in love.’ We believe that through learning
the vital life skill of reading, children’s lives will be enriched and we are dedicated to enabling our children to become lifelong
readers. We aim to achieve this through our curriculum intent of ‘REACH’ (Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and
Holistic) and our high aspirations for all children to become fluent readers and writers.
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The Reading Curriculum
Cohort
Year 1

Half term

Autumn
1

Year 2

Text/Genre

Lost
and Found
by Oliver
Jeffers’

Intent
What can we find in our school?



Participate in
discussion about what
is read to them, taking
turns and listening to
what others say



Retell stories and
consider their
particular
characteristics

Ownership.

Penguins
by Emily
Bone
Zooology by
Joelle
Jolivet

Troll by
Julia
Donaldson
The Three
Billy Goats
Gruff by

Implementation

Make inferences on the
basis of what is being
said and done.
Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far.

Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3
What is the message in the
familiar story?



Diversity

Mara
Alperin
Trolls Go
Home
(Troll
Trouble
series) by
Alan
MacDonald
Genre:
Fairy
Stories
traditional
tales

Impact











Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry
Draw on what they
already know or on
background

Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far
Clarify vocabulary:
Discuss and clarify
meaning of words, linking
Mastery focus:
Make inferences on the
basis of what is being said
and done
Discuss the sequence of
events in books and how
items of information are
related new meanings to

known vocabulary





Year 3

The Sea
Book by
Charlotte
Milner
Genre –
Information

Rivers, lakes, oceans, seas.

Ongoing skills:

Collaboration










Year 4

A World
Full of
Animal
Stories: 50
favourite
animal folk
tales,
myths and
legends by
Angela
McAllister
Genre –
Fiction:
traditional
tales

information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and
correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry
Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally
Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in
discussion about books

Should you keep gorillas in a zoo?

Ongoing skills:

Reflectiveness












Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books
Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers

Mastery focus:
Identify themes and
conventions in a wide range
of books
Identify main ideas drawn
from more than one
paragraph and summarise
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

Ask questions to improve
understanding
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence


Year 5

Year 6

Goodnight
Stories for
Rebel Girls
by Elena
Favilli
Genre –
Biography

Rebel Girls

Poems
from the
Second
World War
selected by
Gaby
Morgan,
When we
were
Warriors
by Emma
Carroll
Genre –
Poetry
Fiction:
historical

Is it ever right to fight?

Perseverance

Empathy

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Make comparisons within
and across books

Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Make comparisons within
and across books
Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language

Cohort

Half
term

Year 1

Autumn
2

Theme / Topic

Nibbles:
The Book
Monster by
Emma
Yarlett

Intent
What can we find in our school?
Responsibility

Goldilocks and
the Three Bears
by Emma
Chichester Clark
Little Red Riding
Hood and Jack
and the
Beanstalk texts
The Gruffalo by
Julia Donaldson
Where the Wild
Things are by
Maurice Sendak

Year 2

Above and
Below by
Patricia
Hegarty

Natures wonders

Implementation

• Participate in
discussion • Become very
familiar with key stories,
fairy stories and
traditional tales
• Retell stories and
consider their particular
characteristics
Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3



Perseverance

Five Little
Owls by
Anonymous
(from I am
the Seed
that Grew
the Tree by
Fiona
Waters)



Genre:
Non-Fiction











Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry
Draw on what they
already know or on
background
information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and

Impact

Make inferences on the
basis of what is being
said and done.
Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far.

Answer and ask questions
Introduce non-fiction books
that are structured in
different ways



Year 3

Ice Palace by
Robert
Swindells
Genre –
Fiction:
adventure

Rivers, lakes, oceans, seas.
Friendship

Ongoing skills:









Year 4

The Train
to
Impossible
Places by
P.G.Bell

Let me entertain you!


Creativity








Hansel and
Gretel by
Neil Gaiman

Exploring the theme of conflict
Imagining

Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally
Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in
discussion about books

Ongoing skills:



Year 5

correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books
Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly

Discuss words and phrases
that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination
Ask questions to improve
understanding
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence

Discuss words and phrases
that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Identify main ideas drawn
from more than one
paragraph and summarise

Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language

Genre –
Fiction:
traditional
tale

Year 6

Cohort

Jungle Book
by Rudyard
Kipling
(Scholastic),
Martha’s
Suitcase by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Fiction:
classic
Information

Half
term

Theme / Topic

Conflict and resolution
Responding

Intent

wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Identify and discuss themes
and conventions

Implementation

Impact

Summarise main ideas from
more than one paragraph,
identifying key details

Identify and discuss themes
and conventions
Summarise main ideas,
identifying key details
Distinguish between fact
and opinion

Year 1

Spring 1

The Lion
Inside by
Rachel
Bright

How can you find your inner
confidence?
Friendship

How to be a lion
by Ed Vere
The Tiger who
came to Tea by
Judith Kerr
Mog the
Forgetful Cat by
Judith Kerr
Zoo-ology by
Joelle Jolivet

Year 2

The
Dragonsitter
by Josh
Lacey, Real
Dragons! by
Jennifer
Szymanski
(National
Geographic
Kids series)
Genre:
Recount
(emails),
Non-fiction

Is a dragon an ordinary pet?

Link what is read
or heard to own
experiences

Retell stories and
consider their
particular
characteristics

Discuss word
meanings, linking
new meanings to
those already
known

Draw on what
they already
know

Discuss the
significance of
the title and
events

Participate in
discussion about
what has been
read to them
Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3


Friendship











Make inferences on the
basis of what is being
said and done
Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far
Explain clearly
understanding of what is
read to them

Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary

Answer and ask questions
Introduce non-fiction books
that are structured in
different ways
Make inferences on the
basis of what is being said
and done







Year 3

Year 4

language in stories and
poetry
Draw on what they
already know or on
background
information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and
correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry

The Iron
Man by Ted
Hughes, The
Iron Giant
film (1999)
Genre –
Fiction:
fantasy

What can we learn from the past?

Ongoing skills:

Resilience



The Train to
Impossible
Places by
P.G.Bell

Let me entertain you!
Creativity

Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally

Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in discussion
about books

Ongoing skills:








Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our literary
heritage, and books
from other cultures
and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books

Identify themes and
conventions in a wide range
of books
Discuss words and phrases
that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence

Use dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
Retrieve and record
information from nonfiction





Year 5

Year 6

Odd and the
Frost Giants
by Neil
Gaiman
Genre –
Fiction:
myths and
legends

The Happy
Prince and
other tales
by Oscar
Wilde
Genre –
Fiction:
classic

Finding inner courage to follow
your destiny.
Strength

Heroes and Villains
Enthusiasm

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our literary
heritage, and books
from other cultures
and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our literary
heritage, and books
from other cultures
and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Make comparisons within
and across books
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence

Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language
Make comparisons within
and across books






Cohort

Half
term

Year 1

Spring 2

Theme / Topic

The Curious
Case of the
Missing
Mammoth
by Ellie
Hattie

Intent
Where would you travel to?
Relationships

Lost in the Toy
Museum by David
Lucas
Woolly Mammoth
by Mick Manning
How to Wash a
Woolly Mammoth
by Michelle
Robinson and
Kate Hindley
A Great Big
Cuddle by
Michael Rosen

Year 2

Owen and
the Soldier by
Lisa
Thompson

Finding your inner courage

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Implementation

• Retell stories and
consider their particular
characteristics
• Learn to appreciate
rhymes and poems
• Recite some rhymes
and poems by heart
• Draw on what they
already know
Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3



Collaboration

Genre:
Story









Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry

Impact

• Check that the text
makes sense
• Make inferences on
the basis on what is
being said and done
• Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far

Discuss their favourite
words and phrases
Make inferences on the
basis of what is being said
and done







Year 3

The Morning
I Met a
Whale by
Michael
Morpurgo
Whales
information
text by The
Literacy
Company
Genre –
Fiction:
adventure
Information

Voyages and discoveries

Ongoing skills:

Resourcefulness










Year 4

DKfindout!
Volcanoes
Genre –
Information

Draw on what they
already know or on
background
information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and
correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry

What’s below the surface? Or
Deep, deep down.

Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally
Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in
discussion about books

Ongoing skills:


Flexibility







Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books

Discuss words and phrases
that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination
Ask questions to improve
understanding
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence

Discuss words and phrases
that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence





Year 5

Year 6

Planet
Unknown by
Shawn Wang
(film),
Information
text Exploring
Space by The
Literacy
Company
Genre –
Information
Film

Caring for our world

The Explorer
by Katherine
Rundell,
Exploring the
Amazon by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Information
Fiction:
contemporary

Dream Big!

Reasoning

Ambition

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Summarise main ideas
from more than one
paragraph, identifying key
details
Distinguish between fact
and opinion
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language






Cohort
Year 1

Half term

Toys in
Space by
Mini Grey
Summer
1

Year 2

Theme / Topic

Intent
Where would you travel to?
Anticipation

Traction Man by
Mini Grey
Biscuit Bear by
Mini Grey
It was a dark and
stormy night
Janet and Allan
Ahlberg
One True Bear by
Ted Dewan
Dr Xargles by
Jeanne Willis

Fantastic Mr
Fox by Roald
Dahl
Genre:
Story

How can we look after our
environment and community?

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Implementation

Impact

• Learn to appreciate
rhymes and poems
• Recite some rhymes
and poems by heart
• Discuss word meanings,
linking new meanings to
those already known
• Participate in
discussion about what
has been read to them
Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3

Make inferences on the
basis of what is being
said and done.
Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far.
Explain clearly
understanding of what is
read to them.



Making links and connections











Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry
Draw on what they
already know or on
background

Discuss the sequence of
events in books and how
items of information are
related
Make inferences on the
basis of what is being said
and done





Year 3

Usborne
Illustrated
Atlas of
Britain and
Ireland
Disney’s Up
film clip
Genre –
Information

Journeys

Ongoing skills:

Imagination










Year 4

Fantastically
Great
Women who
Saved the
Planet by
Kate
Pankhurst
Plastic
Pollution by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Information
Biography

information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and
correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry

What impact have these
achievements had?

Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally
Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in
discussion about books

Ongoing skills:


Questioning










Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books
Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers

Use dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
Retrieve and record
information from nonfiction

Identify themes and
conventions in a wide
range of books
Identify main ideas drawn
from more than one
paragraph and summarise
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning


Year 5

Year 6

The Last Wild
by Piers
Torday,
Pollution – a
look behind
the scenes by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Recount
Fiction:
contemporary

One World

Great
Adventurers
by Alistair
Humphreys
Genre –
Information

Can we change the world?

Reciprocity

Engagement

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern
fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage,
and books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

Summarise main ideas,
identifying key details
Identify how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
Distinguish between fact
and opinion

Cohort
Year 1

Half term

Summer
2

Theme / Topic

Goldilocks
and Just
the One
Bear by
Leigh
Hodgkinson

Intent
Where would you travel to?
Relationships

Goldilocks and
the Three Bears
by Emma
Chichester Clark
Me and You by
Anthony Browne
Old Bear Stories
by Jane Hissey
Dogger by
Shirley Hughes

Year 2

Grimm’s
Fairytales
(Usborne
Books)
Genre:
Fairytales

How can we look after our
environment?

Implementation

Become familiar with key
stories, fairy tales and
traditional tales
• Retell stories and
consider their particular
characteristics
• Participate in
discussion about what
has been read to them
Ongoing word reading
skills: See link 3


Collaboration















Listen to, discuss and
express views about a
wide range of
contemporary and
classic poetry, stories
and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Become increasingly
familiar with and retell
a wider range of
stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Participate in
discussion about
books, poems and
other works that are
read to them and
those that they can
read for themselves,
taking turns and
listening to what
others say
Explain and discuss
their understanding of
books, poems and
other material, both
those that they listen
to and those that they
read for themselves
Recognise simple
recurring literary
language in stories and
poetry
Draw on what they
already know or on
background
information and
vocabulary
Check that the text
makes sense to them
as they read and
correct inaccurate
reading
Recognise simple
recurring literary

Impact

Make inferences on the
basis of what is being
said and done
Predict what might
happen on the basis of
what has been read so
far.

Discuss their favourite
words and phrases
Answer and ask questions

language in stories and
poetry
Year 3

Egyptian
Cinderella by
Shirley
Climo,
Howard
Carter
recount by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Recount
Fiction:
historical/
traditional
tale

Voyages and discoveries
Resourcefulness

Ongoing skills:









Year 4

Creatures of
Myths and
Legends by
The Literacy
Company
Genre –
Information
Poetry

Forests or caves: where would
you rather live?

Ongoing skills:


Resilience










Year 5

African
Tales: A
Barefoot
collection by
Gcina
Mhlophe
and Rachel
Griffin

Caring for our world
Reasoning

Listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends,
and retell some of
these orally
Check that the text
makes sense to them
and discuss their
understanding
Participate in
discussion about books
Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks
Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes
Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions
Participate in
discussion about books
Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading
Recommend books to
peers
Provide reasoned
justifications for views

Ongoing skills:


Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Use dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read
Identify main ideas drawn
from more than one
paragraph and summarise
Retrieve and record
information from nonfiction

Use dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read
Ask questions to improve
understanding
Retrieve and record
information from nonfiction

Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from



Genre –
Fiction:
books from
other
cultures and
traditions

Year 6

Sky Chasers
by Emma
Carroll
Genre –
Fiction:
adventure

Dream Big!
Ambition

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and read for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views
Ongoing skills:

Continue to read and
discuss an increasingly
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference
books or textbooks

Read books that are
structured in different
ways and reading for a
range of purposes

Increase their
familiarity with a wide
range of books,
including myths,
legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our
literary heritage, and
books from other
cultures and traditions

Participate in
discussion about books

Explain and discuss
understanding of
reading

Recommend books to
peers

Provide reasoned
justifications for views

their actions); justify with
evidence
Identify and discuss themes
and conventions

Identify and discuss themes
and conventions
Draw inferences (inferring
characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from
their actions); justify with
evidence
Evaluate authors’ language
choice, including figurative
language

Implementation
In EYFS, children are introduced to phonics teaching through the use of Anima Phonics, a synthetic phonics
programme which introduces sounds alongside an animal character, song, poem and action. This continues
into Year 1 and 2, where alternative pronunciations and spellings are introduced which correspond with

the initial character and action. In EYFS, reading skills are taught through shared and individual reading.
Guided reading is introduced in the Summer term. We follow the recommendation that children should
focus on reading fully decodable texts.
In Year 1 (and in the Summer term in EYFS), alongside daily phonics teaching, reading skills are taught
through English lessons and guided reading sessions. In guided reading, the teacher or TA works with a
small group of children who demonstrate similar reading behaviours and can read similar levels of texts.
The group of children read a teacher-selected text and the teacher provides explicit teaching and support.
The text chosen is of an instructional level which is neither too easy or too difficult and therefore offers a
variety of challenges to help readers become flexible problem solvers while still supporting fluency and
meaning. Guided reading gives children the chance to apply the strategies they already know to new texts,
supported by their teacher with the ultimate goal being independent reading.
In Years 2-6, Pathways to Read is taught where each half term, two or three mastery skills are identified as
the focus objectives to be taught in that unit. Every week during one whole class shared reading lesson,
activities and questions based on these reading skills are taught, repeated and practiced. In our shared and
grouped reads, there is a clear teaching focus with the opportunity to master key reading skills in each
session. In these lessons, we teach bespoke grouped reading for every pupil as well as having opportunities
for individual reading. Each objective is a focus at least twice over the year. There are follow on reading
tasks to enable pupils to evidence the skills they have mastered independently.
Many opportunities for widening children’s vocabulary are given through the Pathways to Read approach
and this builds on the extensive work we do in school to provide our children with a rich and varied
vocabulary.
Following the ‘Pathways to Read’ methodology, in years 2 – 6, we use the following teaching sequence:




Whole class shared reading
Grouped reading session
Follow on task

We use a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children. We use the
Educational Library Service in order to continually update our reading collections in every classroom.
Teachers also use this resource as a way of ordering topic related materials to further enrich our wider
curriculum.
Children are also able to access our online resource ‘Accelerated Reader’ both in school and at home.
Through the use of this computer-based program, we monitor reading practice and progress as children
can read and respond to texts through quizzes that have been matched to their reading ability whilst
accruing rewards along the way.
The majority of children in KS2 will access the Pathways to Write programme as well as Pathways to Read
in English and Accelerated Reading but there may be some individual children who may have gaps in their
phonics knowledge. For pupils still needing support with phonics from years 2-6, we provide an individual
reading programme that has phonically decodable texts at the heart of it. Anima Phonics may also be used
as an intervention or booster session where children will work on a small group or 1:1 basis with a TA. They
will access the online platform and complete application activities to minimise these gaps, develop their
GPC knowledge and become more confident readers and writers.

Impact

Through the teaching of systematic phonics throughout EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2, our aim is for children to become
fluent readers by the end of Key Stage 1. Children can then focus on developing fluency and comprehension
throughout the school.

We have high expectations for our children in relation to reading. We are proud that reading underpins all
of our teaching and so we use a range of reading practices to ensure that this is prominent in all of our
lessons.
We aim to ensure that all pupils:




Read easily, fluently and with good understanding
Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts,
purposes and audiences.

British Values and our Christian Distinctiveness.
As a school, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake a variety of events and lessons to
celebrate these. We have found this approach to be enriching for all parties, as it teaches tolerance, compassion and respect for
the differences in our community and the wider world. Our teaching of the British Values of tolerance, individual liberty, mutual
respect, the rule of law and democracy are underpinned by our Writing curriculum themes, which have strong links to British
Authors and classic British texts where appropriate.
Throughout the Key Stages, British literature is taught where it naturally fits.
UHPS is Rights Respecting School and the teaching of the varied texts that we use across the whole school can enhance the
children’s understanding of the importance of living a healthy lifestyle. Article 29, on the Rights of the Child states ‘Education
must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.’ By offering a breadth of reading, our intention is to
encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the
environment.
The distinct aims (“serving one another in love”) and Christian values of UHPS (Resilience, Respect, Compassion and Together)
underpin every aspect of school life. We embrace the Church of England’s vision for education, and that is, “deeply Christian,
serving the common good”, encompassing our values of Respect, Resilience, Compassion and Together.

Early Years
In EYFS the learning is very much child-led so some topics may move term or change altogether as a result of the children’s
interests and choices. Alongside these texts and daily phonics sessions, the children will be heard reading individually and will
being guided reading in groups during the summer term. The children have access to books and reading material that is
decodable according to their phonic knowledge.
Cohort

Reception

Half
term
Autumn
1

Theme / Topic
Transition
How do we feel?

Intent
Texts:
The Colour Monster
I have feelings
I’m Sticking With You

Implementation
Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision

Impact

Communication and
Language
1. Listening, Attention
and Understanding ELG
Children at the
expected level of
development will:

Autumn
2

Winter is coming…

Sparks in the Sky
The Nativity Story
Dipal’s Diwali
Non-fiction Guy Fawkes
Winter stories
Penguin stories
The Yak

Spring 1

Living in the past…

Harry and his Bucketful of
dinosaurs
The Dinosaur Romp
Tyrannosaurus Drip
Dinosaur Bones
Dinosaurumpus
Dinosaurs don’t draw

Spring 2

What a wonderful
world…

Farmer Duck
Brenda the Sheep
Agh, Spider!
Olde Mcdonald
Elmer
Giraffes can’t dance

Summer
1

Stepping into the
unknown

Jack and the Beanstalk
Pirate stories
2 Little Pigs
Fairy tales

Summer
2

Where will we go?

The Littlest Lighthouse Keeper
Maisie goes on holiday
Barnaby Bear
Shh We Have A Plan
What the Jackdaw Saw
The Scarecrow’s Wedding

Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision

Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision
Making puppets/masks and
props to aid role play
Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision

Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision
Creating puppets, props and
resources for role play areas
Knowledge Organisers
Learning journeys
Floor books
Display
Provision

Listen attentively and
respond to what they
hear with relevant
questions, comments
and actions when being
read to and during
whole class discussions
and small group
interactions;
Make comments about
what they have heard
and ask questions to
clarify their
understanding;
Hold conversation when
engaged in back-andforth exchanges with
their teacher and peers.
Speaking ELG
Children at the
expected level of
development will:
Participate in small
group, class and one-toone discussions,
offering their own
ideas, using recently
introduced vocabulary;
Offer explanations for
why things might
happen, making use of
recently introduced
vocabulary from stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and
poems when
appropriate;
Express their ideas and
feelings about their
experiences using full
sentences, including use
of past, present and
future tenses and
making use of
conjunctions, with
modelling and support
from their teacher.
Literacy
Comprehension ELG
Children at the
expected level of
development will:
Demonstrate
understanding of what
has been read to them
by retelling stories and

narratives using their
own words and recently
introduced vocabulary;
Anticipate – where
appropriate – key
events in stories;
Use and understand
recently introduced
vocabulary during
discussions about
stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems and
during role-play.
Word Reading ELG
Children at the
expected level of
development will:
Say a sound for each
letter in the alphabet
and at least 10
digraphs;
Read words consistent
with their phonic
knowledge by soundblending;
Read aloud simple
sentences and books
that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge,
including some
common exception
words.

KS1
See Linked Curriculum Coverage Documents which are broken down in to Year Groups.

Ks2
See Linked Curriculum Coverage Documents which are broken down in to Year Groups.

Assessment
Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Assessment
is supported by the use of the following strategies:


Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, small groups and in class during whole class
teaching.









Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick their
understanding.
Termly teacher assessment of the application of phonic phases.
Attainment in phonics is measured by the Phonics Screening Test at the end of Year 1.
Using Accelerated Reader Star Assessments in Year 2-6.
End of KS1 and KS2 SATs.
Moderation of reading is done annually and is used to inform teacher assessment and reflect on
achievements and outcomes against agreed success criteria and learning objectives.
Year 2 and Year 6 moderation is reported Nationally. Once every 4 years, the school is externally
moderated in line with National expectations.

We are committed to providing a teaching and learning environment which ensures that all children are
able to progress with their learning, regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, or SEND. Teachers will
use a range of strategies to ensure that all learners are included within a classroom ethos that is Relevant,
Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and Holistic. (REACH)

Subject Vocabulary
In Key Stage 1, the children focus on phonics as well as learning to read and spell these common exception words.
Key Stage 1

In Key Stage 2, the children learn to read and spell these common exception words.
Lower Key Stage 2

Upper Key Stage 2

