
 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education at Upton Heath Church of England Primary 

School 

Religious Education Curriculum Statement 

 

Subject Lead: Karen Glover and Sarah Pearson 

Intent: 

The Religious Education curriculum at Upton Heath is informed by the Cheshire West and 

Chester RE syllabus. As a Church of England Aided School our Religious Education curriculum 

also incorporates elements of Understanding Christianity as recommended by the Chester 

Diocese. Understanding Christianity is a project which helps all teachers support pupils in 

developing their own thinking and their understanding of Christianity, as a contribution to 

their understanding of the world and their own experience within it. 

The Religious Education curriculum at UHPS is carefully planned and structured to 

encapsulate our curriculum intent of REACH (Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and 

Holistic). Current learning builds on previous learning, as well as being linked to topics and 

experiences of relevance and interest to our children. 

The Religious Education curriculum at UHPS aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Gain a coherent and widespread understanding of religious (and non-religious) beliefs 

and practices in the UK and around the world. 

 Gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of Christian teaching and the Bible and 

are given the opportunity to apply this to their understanding of the world and their 

own experience in it. 

 Are given the opportunity to consider and develop their own spirituality. 

 Are able to understand the connection between Christian teachings and beliefs, and our 

school’s Christian values of RESPECT for all, RESILIENCE in action, TOGETHER to 

achieve, COMPASSION to understand. 

 Are encouraged and motivated to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 

evidence, consider arguments and develop perspective and judgement. 

 Begin to understand and respect the complexity of people’s lives, the diversity of 

societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and 

the challenges of their time. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Serve one another in love” 



 

Click on the links below: 

 

 

 

 

The Religious Education Curriculum 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
 

 
Autumn 

1 

Christianity What does it 

mean to 
belong? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Talk about 

what groups I belong to 
and why they are 

important to me. Tell you 
that most Christians go 
to a church and how they 

are part of a group.  
Expected: What it 

means to belong, to my 
school and community 
and to a faith group. 

Recognise a sign for 
Christian belonging and 

talk about what happens 
in a Baptism.  
Exceeding: Explain the 

reasons why they belong 
to a group and how 

Christian's view Baptism 
as becoming part of a 
Christian family group.  

Year 2 Judaism What do Jews 
believe about 

God? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Tell you 
some of stories which are 

important to Jews. Tell 
you some rules which 

Jews follow.  
Expected: Tell you what 
many Jews believe about 

God.  
Exceeding: Explore 

connections between a 
story from the Torah and 

what this teaches about a 
Jew’s relationship with 
God.  

Year 3 Hinduism How do 
Hindus’ view 

God and how 
is Diwali 

celebrated? 
 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: I can retell 
the Ramayana in my own 

terms. 
Expected: I can describe 

some aspects of the 
different characteristics 
of Hindu gods and 

goddesses and the key 

RE 

Vocabulary 

RE 

Progression 

of Skills 

RE 

Curriculum 

statement 



belief of one God 

represented through 
many different images 
and forms. I can explain 

how Hindus celebrate 
Diwali. 

Exceeding: I can discuss 
and compare my own 
understanding of God. I 

understand there are a 
range of sacred texts not 

just one and can give 
examples. I can discuss 
with confidence the cycle 

of Creation, Preservation 
and Destruction. 

Year 4 Judaism How do Jews 
show faith 

through 
practices and 
celebrations? 

 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Can tell you 
what happens at the 

Seder Meal and knows 
how the Torah Scrolls are 
kept at the Synagogue. 

Expected: I can talk 
about how Jews worship 

at home and in the 
Synagogue and different 
events and festivals 

which are celebrated 
Exceeding: Understands 

the importance of 
worship and the 
remembrance of festivals 

to an individual, the 
family and the 

community. 

Year 5 Islam Why are the 

Five Pillars 
important to 

Muslims? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Be able to 

tell you that Muslims 
worship Allah, attend a 

Mosque, read the Qur’an 
and about some of the 
rituals that are 

associated with 
preparation and prayer.  

Expected: Explain how 
key beliefs are 
demonstrated through 

the Five Pillars of Islam 
and have made some 

reflections on their own 
lives. Discuss different 
parts of the Hajj and 

understand how 
important this is for a 

Muslim.  
Exceeding: Be able to 
explore the relevance of 

beliefs for a Muslim and 
explain similarities and 



differences to their own 

views/beliefs. Be able to 
discuss how belief 
impacts and influences 

the day-to-day life of a 
Muslim as well as special 

events throughout the 
year. Use all key vocab 
correctly and with a high 

level of understanding, 
explaining the impact of 

each of the pillars to a 
Muslim. 

Year 6 Christianity What can we 
learn from 
Christian 

religious 
buildings and 

music? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: I can tell you 
about my local church, 
the building, special 

artefacts, and its role in 
the community.  

Expected: I can tell you 
about the use of music in 
Christian worship. I can 

explain how music can 
help a Christian explain 

their faith and can help 
them feel closer to God.  
Exceeding: I can link 

my understanding of the 
local church to the 

church as a worldwide 
community.  

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

 
 

Autumn 

2 

Christianity What is 
Christmas 

Celebrated by 
Christian? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Name the 
figures in the nativity and 

knows this is an 
important story for 
Christians. I can retell 

the Christmas story, 
sequencing events and 

explain what it means for 
Christians today.  
Expected: Tell you why 

Christmas celebrated by 
Christians? Can explain 

the relevance of the gifts 
from the Shepherds and 
the Magi and recognise 

good news for Christians.  
Exceeding: Talk about 

why Christian's view 
Jesus as a gift and how 
he was to bring peace on 

earth.  
 



Year 2 Judaism How do Jews 

show faith 
through 
practices and 

celebrations? 
 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: I can tell you 

how the artefacts we 
have used in this unit are 
used by Jews in their 

weekly lives and for 
special celebrations.  

Expected: I can tell you 
how a Jewish family may 
mark Shabbat and 

explain some Jewish 
festivals. 

Exceeding: I can 
confidently explain the 
symbolism and relevance 

associated with the 
practices and 

celebrations of Shabbat, 
Purim, Hanukkah.  

Year 3 Christianity How do 
Christians use 
the Bible to 

help them with 
their lives? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Can explain 
that the Bible is made up 
of many different books 

and is important to 
Christians. 

Expected:   Can give 
examples of stories which 
they have come across in 

the Bible and can 
demonstrate how to find 

a particular book. Can 
explain how Christians 
use the Bible for 

guidance and how it is in 
many different languages 

around the world. 
Exceeding:  Can explore 

their own views and 
values in relation to how 
a Christian gains wisdom 

from the Bible. 

Year 4 Judaism How do Jews 

show faith 
through 

practices and 
celebrations? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Can tell you 

what happens at the 
Seder Meal and knows 

how the Torah Scrolls are 
kept at the Synagogue. 
Expected: I can talk 

about how Jews worship 
at home and in the 

Synagogue and different 
events and festivals 
which are celebrated 

Exceeding: Understands 
the importance of 

worship and the 
remembrance of festivals 
to an individual, the 

family and the 
community. 



Year 5 Islam How is the 

Muslim faith 
expressed 
through family 

life ? 
 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: I can tell you 

some of the activities 
which a Muslim family 
may do together 

including fasting for 
Ramadan and food laws 

called Halal.  
Expected: I can explain 
the importance of the 

family in Islam and how 
identity and belonging is 

taught at home as well 
as in the wider 
community.  

Exceeding: I can 
recognise stereotypes 

and acts of racism 
applying my critical 
thinking techniques.  

Year 6 Christianity How and why 
do Christians 

worship?  
What are the 

benefits for 
believers? 
 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: I can tell you 
that there are benefits of 

belonging to a 
community and can talk 

about communities to 
which they belong and 
how they joined. 

Expected: I can explain 
key features of worship 

and what worship means 
to a believer. I can 
explore the role of 

community for a 
Christian and a 

Humanist. 
Exceeding: I can 

confidently debate the 
role of prayer from my 
own point of view and 

from the point of view of 
a believer. I can discuss 

the range of initiation 
rites and prayer using 
the correct terminology 

when referring to a range 
of religions and world 

views.  

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
 
 

Spring 
1 

Christianity What do we 

think about 
how the 
world was 

made and 
how we look 

after it? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Be able to tell 

you some of the days of 
creation and how God was 
pleased with his world. 

They will be able to tell you 
where to find this story in 

the Bible.  



 Expected: Be able to retell 

the Biblical narration of the 
Creation in stages 
(although not necessarily in 

the correct order) and will 
understand the idea of God 

as a creator. They will be 
able to notice beauty in 
their everyday environment 

as well as their favourite 
places. They can explain 

what they consider to be 
beautiful. 
Exceeding: Have an 

awareness of how faith can 
mean that you wish to look 

after the world in which you 
live. For Christians this 
means caring for the world 

as God would want you to 
care. Start to explain how 

faith can mean that you 
want to change your life to 
help others.  

 

Year 2 Christianity Why is the 

Bible a 
special book 

for 
Christians?  
 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Child 

recognises that the Bible is 
a special book for 

Christians and how it has 
lots of different parts. 
Expected: Child will refer 

to the Bible as being a 
sacred book for Christians 

and teaches them how to 
lead their lives. Can retell a 

story from the Bible. Knows 
that the Bible has two parts 
called Testaments. 

Exceeding: Can explain 
some words of wisdom 

which can be found in the 
Bible. Shows interest in 
other sacred texts.  

Year 3 Christianity What do I 
think about 

Jesus and 
how is he 

portrayed in 
art around 
the world? 

 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Be able to 
explain their own version 

about who Jesus is to 
them. 

Expected: Use Biblical 
references to support 
discussions about Jesus 

and how people viewed 
him. Explain some symbols 

associated with Jesus. 
Exceeding: Explore how 
people’s views about Jesus 

and how they view him 
have changed through time 



and place. Link learning on 

symbols of Jesus to wider 
Christian concepts and how 
this is reflected in the world 

today. 

Year 4 Christianity How did 

Jesus teach 
about God 

and values 
through 
parables? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Can tell you 

that a parable is a story 
which Jesus told which had 

a meaning.  
Expected; Can retell a 
range of parables and has a 

go at telling you the 
meaning.  

Exceeding: Can explain 
the values and teachings of 
Jesus which they can 

demonstrate referring to 
specific parables. 

Year 5 Sikhism Why is 
community 

and equality 
important to 
Sikhs? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Explain how 
Sikhs believe in one God, 

consider all people as equal 
and value everyone’s 
beliefs.  

Expected: Understand how 
Sikhs respect the Gurus 

(not worship) and live 
according to their 
teachings. Can explain 

what Sikhs do in the 
Gurdwara, tell you about 

the Guru Granth Sahib and 
the langar. Can link the 5Ks 
to different values in 

Sikhism and explain 
meaning. 

Exceeding: Explain 
aspects of worship as part 

of the Sikh festival 
celebrating the birthday of 
Guru Nanak. Explain values 

which are important in own 
lives and explain how to 

show these. See similarity 
and differences in values in 
a secular and faith led life 

and can discuss these using 
religious literate terms. 

 

Year 6 Sikhism How do Sikh's 

worship? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Can explain 

that the Gurdwara is the 
place of worship for 
Sikhism and can offer 

suggestions for what may 
happen here.  

Expected: Can tell you 
about the similar aspects of 
a Gurdwara and about how 



Sikh's worship and share 

food at the Langar.  
Exceeding: Confident 
when discussing the Sikh 

belief using correct terms. 
Can discuss the purpose of 

the Gurdwara and how this 
shows community.  
 

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

 
 

Spring 
2 

Christianity Why does 
Easter matter 

to Christians? 
(Understanding 

Christianity- 
Salvation 1.5) 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Be able to tell 
parts of the story around 

Holy Week and Easter 
from the Bible. Give one 

example of how Christians 
show their beliefs in 
worship at Easter. 

Expected: Tell the story 
of Holy Week and Easter 

from the Bible. Recognise 
that Jesus gives 
instructions about how to 

behave. Give examples of 
how Christians show their 

beliefs about Jesus’ death 
and resurrection in church 

worship at Easter. Talk 
and ask questions about 
the links Easter has about 

sadness, or heaven. 
Exceeding: Make links to 

their own experiences 
around sadness and hope. 
Share their own beliefs 

about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

Year 2 Christianity Who was Jesus 
and why is he 

important to 
Christians 
today? 

 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging:  Be able to tell 
you who they think Jesus 

is and how he is a special 
person for Christians. How 
you can find out more 

about Jesus in the Bible 
and will be able to tell you 

that Jesus died and came 
back to life. 
Expected: Explain more 

about why people followed 
Jesus when he was on 

Earth and how some of 
these were called 
disciples. Can tell the 

story of the feeding of the 
5000 and how this was a 

special event which 



Christians believe to be a 

miracle. 
Exceeding: Tell you 
about some of the 

disciples and what they 
think the word miracle 

and healing means. 
Understand how the life of 
Jesus and the disciples 

was spent on the road to 
tell as many people as 

possible about God. Can 
explain the importance of 
Jesus today and during 

Biblical times. 

Year 3 Christianity What is my 

point of view 
about God and 

why do people 
have faith? 
 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Be able to 

explain who they think 
God is and whether they 

believe or not. Respect 
other views within class 
and wider society. Know 

that Abraham was a 
founder. 

Expected: Explain the 
story of Abraham and how 
this was following his 

belief. Explain a view of 
God which is not their 

own. 
Exceeding: Give 
examples of how believers 

demonstrate their faith in 
God.  

Year 4 Christianity How can I 
understand 

different Easter 
concepts? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging:  Be able to 
order and tell you the 

main events of the Easter 
story. Link symbols to the 

Easter story. Be able to 
tell you what Jesus means 
to them.  

Expected: Give their 
reasons for why Easter 

was part of a plan, why it 
happened and why Jesus 
died. Explain the role of 

art and symbolism to aid 
prayer, worship as well as 

recall. Be able to describe 
in their own terms what 
sin, suffering and sacrifice 

mean. 
Exceeding: Can give 

examples of where to find 
out more about the 
resurrection and salvation 

and can explain their 
relevance to a Christian 



using terms of religious 

literacy. 

Year 5 Christianity Which 

concepts do we 
find hard to 
understand in 

Christianity? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Be able to tell 

you about the events on 
which Christian concepts 
are based, around 

Christmas and Easter. 
Expected: Discuss in 

basic terms what the 
trinity is and use 
symbolism to 

demonstrate. Tell you 
about what forgiveness 

means to them and to a 
Christian. Explain how the 
incarnation is central to 

the Christmas story. 
Explain some of the 

Stations of the Cross and 
how this is used for 
reflection in churches. 

Exceeding: Be able to 
talk about the Trinity with 

more confidence and 
understand the 
importance of salvation to 

a Christian. Shows a 
deeper development of 

questioning skills 
regarding the concepts of 
the Trinity and Salvation 

referring to a range of 
sources. 

Year 6 Christianity What are some 
of the 

differences 
within 

Christianity 
locally and 
globally? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Can talk about 
differences and similarities 

within churches in their 
locality.  

Expected: Pupils can 
compare churches within 
their locality with an 

example of one around 
the world. They can 

explain how key Christian 
beliefs can be found with 
worshippers nearby and 

far away.  
Exceeding: Can discuss a 

global Christian 
community with shared 
beliefs and values 

alongside the importance 
of fellowship. Can 

compare differences and 
similarities in a range of 
acts of worship in different 

churches in different 
countries.  



 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

 
 

Summer 
1 

Islam How and why 
are Allah and 

Muhammad 
(pbuh) 

important to 
Muslims? 
 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: I can tell 
you that Yasmin is a 

Muslim. She believes in 
Allah and follows a 

religion called Islam. 
She worships Allah and 
Muhammad (PBUH) is a 

special person for her.  
Expected: I can explain 

Yasmin’s beliefs about 
Allah and can tell you 
about the Night of 

Power and Muhammad 
(PBUH). I can tell you 

some of the 99 names 
of Allah. 

Exceeding: I can link 
Yasmin’s beliefs to those 
of a Muslim and can 

explain why Allah is 
important to all Muslims 

and how Islam is a 
worldwide community. I 
understand why 

Muslim's respect and 
worship Allah.  

Year 2 Christianity What do 
Christian’s 

believe God is 
like? 
(Understanding 

Christianity - 
God 1.1) 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: I know that 
a parable is a story 

Jesus told and that it 
gives a message. 
Expected: I can retell 

the story of the Lost 
Son from the Bible 

simply and recognise a 
link with the concept of 
God as a forgiving 

Father. Give clear, 
simple accounts of what 

the story means to 
Christians. Give at least 
two examples of a way 

in which Christians show 
their belief in God as 

loving and forgiving; for 
example, by saying 
sorry; by seeing God as 

welcoming them back; 
by forgiving others. 

Give an example of how 
Christians put their 
beliefs into practice in 

worship; by saying sorry 
to God, for example.  



Exceeding:  I can 

think, talk, and ask 
questions about 
whether they can learn 

anything from the story 
for themselves, 

exploring different 
ideas. 

Year 3 Baha’i What is the 
Bahaï Faith ? 
 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: I can talk 
about who Baha’u’llah 
was and say why he 

was important to his 
followers.  

Expected: I can 
explore some of the key 
concepts and main 

figures of the Baha’i 
Faith. I can explore the 

teaching of Unity. 
Exceeding: I can 
explain who the Bab and 

Baha’u’llah were in 
relation to the Baha'i 

Faith. I can describe the 
Festival of Ridvan and 
say why it is important 

to Baha’is. 

Year 4 Humanism What is 

Humanism? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: I 

understand that 
Humanism’s do not 

believe in God or idols 
but share moral values 
and beliefs. 

Expected: I can talk, 
think, and ask questions 

around Humanist values 
and beliefs. Make links 

between those values 
and beliefs, and their 
own attitudes and 

behaviour. Exceeding: 
I can question and 

compare Humanist 
beliefs with other 
religions. 

Year 5 Baha’i How do Baha’is 
express unity 

through prayer 
and service? 

 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: I can begin 
to understand the 

importance of prayer 
and service in the Baha’i 

Faith. 
Expected: I can 
explore some of the key 

concepts of faith, 
prayer, and service. 

Exceeding: I explain 
some of the key 
elements in relation to 



prayer and service in 

the Baha’i Faith. 

Year 6 Multi faith What does it 

mean to 
belong in a 
religiously 

diverse world ? 
 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Will be able 

to identify some aspects 
of religious diversity in 
their local area and the 

UK. 
Expected:  Will be able 

to identify religious 
diversity in the local 
area and the UK and 

similarities and 
difference with the 

cultures. 
Exceeding:  Will be 
able to express their 

own views around 
religious and cultural 

diversity with 
confidence. 
 

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

 
 

Summer 
2 

Islam How do 
Muslims 

Express New 
Beginnings? 

 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Can tell you 
that we have been 

learning about Yasmin’s 
faith called Islam and 

that she is a Muslim. Can 
recall some of the events 
which she tells you about.  

Expected: Can tell you 
that the Qur’an is the 

sacred text for Muslims 
and can tell you about 

how Muslims use special 
words at the birth of a 
baby. That for a Muslim, 

there is one God called 
Allah and Muhammad 

(pbuh) was his 
messenger. Can show 
empathy with Yasmin and 

understands why her 
faith is important to her. 

Exceeding: Can explain 
what happens at a 
wedding and the birth of 

a baby using correct 
terms. Is confident with 

all the new terms 
introduced.  
 

Year 2 Christianity Why did 
Jesus teach 

people 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Be able to 
retell a parable which 

Jesus told and tell you 



through 

stories ? 
 

about some of the 

characters. 
Expected: Discuss a 
range of parables and 

explain why these stories 
are important for 

Christians 
Exceeding: Explain the 
meaning of the parable 

and reflect themselves on 
what they can learn from 

it whether religious or 
not. Can explain what the 
parable teaches about 

God.  

Year 3 Islam How do 

Muslim’s 
worship? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Can explain 

that Muhammad (pbuh) 
was a prophet, and that 

Muslims believe in other 
messengers called angels. 
Expected: Pupils can 

explain the importance of 
the Qur’an for Muslims 

and can tell you about 
how Muslim's worship in a 
Mosque and in day to day 

lives.  
Exceeding: Can give a 

range of examples of how 
Muslims show obedience 
and respect to Allah 

through worship which 
could be through the 

reading of the Qur’an, 
prayer, art etc.  

Year 4 Hinduism How do 
Hindu’s 

worship? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Recall how 
Hindus believe in one God 

but in many forms. Can 
recognise one of the 
deity, name them and tell 

you how a Hindu may 
worship that deity at a 

shrine. Can tell you how 
Holi is celebrated. 
Expected: Give an 

example on how to 
explain the Hindu concept 

of God and the cycle of 
Create, Preserve and 
Destroy. Explain how 

Hindus worship at home 
and in the Mandir and the 

associated symbols and 
gestures. Tell you about 
the Hindu festival of Holi 

and why it is celebrated. 



Exceeding: Give a 

simple explanation for the 
concepts of reincarnation 
and their own view on life 

after death. Explain why 
Holi is important for a 

Hindu. 

Year 5 Multi-faith How did the 

world begin? 

Delivered 

weekly for 1hr 
session. 

Emerging: Be able to 

compare a religious and 
non-religious belief about 
the creation of the world. 

Begin to ask important 
question about religion 

and beliefs.  
Expected: Use a 
developing religious 

vocabulary to describe 
some key features of 

religions, recognising 
similarities and 
differences. Make links 

between beliefs and 
sources, including 

religious stories and 
sacred texts.  
Begin to identify the 

impact religion has on 
believers' lives.  

Describe some forms of 
religious expression.  
Exceeding: Pupils 

identify what influences 
them, making links 

between aspects of their 
own and others' 

experiences.  
Ask important questions 
about religion and beliefs, 

making links between 
their own and others' 

responses.  
Make links between 
values and commitments, 

and their own attitudes 
and behaviour. 

Year 6 Christianity What is the 
kingdom of 

God and 
what do 
Christians 

believe about 
the afterlife? 

Delivered 
weekly for 1hr 

session. 

Emerging: Children can 
retell some of the 

parables which are 
covered in this unit and 
can explain that 

Christians believe in an 
afterlife as well as 

explaining their own point 
of view.  
Expected: Pupils can 

explain what the parables 
teach about the Kingdom 



of God, give examples of 

Christian belief in action, 
and explain what a 
Christian believes about 

Heaven.  
Exceeding: Children 

show an understanding of 
the Bible references 
studied and can articulate 

how their own point of 
view compared with a 

Christian point of view 
about life after death.  

 

Implementation 

Religious Education is taught in half termly topics as set out in the Cheshire West and Chester 

(CWaC) Religious Education Syllabus. These topics have been rearranged to fit in with our 

school curriculum, whilst still ensuring that all areas are covered. Each topic is delivered 

through weekly Religious Education lessons, planned by the Religious Education Lead. As per 

statutory requirements Religious Education teaching takes place for an hour a week across 

the whole school, from EYFS to Year 6. Delivery of Religious Education teaching both 

supports, and is supported by, our Christian values and helps to reinforce our school mission 

to “serve one another in love.”  

Where possible these topics are linked to other curriculum learning and religious festivals as 

appropriate. We are very aware of the close links between RE and Rights Respecting Schools, 

PSHE and Collective Worship. As such the RE co-ordinator works closely with the lead for 

these areas to ensure links are made wherever possible. 

The Religious Education co-ordinator has identified and mapped out the key knowledge and 

skills associated with each topic as evidenced in the half-termly Knowledge Organisers. These 

ensure continuity and progression for the children’s learning throughout their time at Upton 

Heath. 

By the end of Key Stage 2, children will have an understanding of, and respect for, a wide 

range of religions and world views including Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Baha’i, Hinduism, 

Sikhism and Humanism. They will have developed the ability to reflect on their own beliefs 

and spirituality, and to use this to consider their position in the world and the differences they 

can make. Children will be able to draw comparisons and make connections between different 

religions and their own lives and reflect on the importance of respect and compassion in the 

world around them. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows Development Matters, which aims to provide 

children in Reception with opportunities to have an “Understanding of the World: people and 

communities, the World and technology, by the end of the EYFS Phase. EYFS also follow the 

school Religious Education programme of study which focuses predominantly on Christianity 

and religious festivals and celebrations relevant to the cohort.  

 

Impact 

Outcomes in RE books, Twitter, Seesaw and Tapestry posts, evidence a broad and balanced 

RE curriculum and demonstrate the pupils’ acquisition of knowledge, as well as their ability to 

reflect respectfully and compassionately. 



Reflection is an integral element of learning in RE and gives children the opportunity to 

consider how their thinking and learning contributes to their understanding of the world and 

their experience within it. This in turn can impact on the children's behaviours and actions 

and may be evidenced through their actions and support of others. 

By the time children leave our school we would hope that they: 

 Have a good understanding of Christianity and know relevant key information e.g., the 

Bible, the Church, the life of Jesus, Christian festivals, and celebrations. 

 Understand what it means to be part of a Church school. 

 Recognise and respect different religions and beliefs from around the world including 

Judaism, Islam, Baha’i, Hinduism, Sikhism and Humanism. 

 Know that different religions have different ways of showing commitment to their faith, 

and how this can impact on communities and cultures. 

 Understand that religions have Sacred Texts which offer guidance to their followers, 

and special places of worship. 

 Are aware of their own spirituality and place within the world. 

 

British Values and our Christian Distinctiveness. 

As a school, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake 

a variety of events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approach to be 

enriching for all parties, as it teaches tolerance, compassion, and respect for the differences 

in our community and the wider world. It also supports our Christian values of respect, 

resilience, compassion and together. 

We recognise that faith has played an important part in shaping the world around us, and 

that many of our British values are rooted in our Christian heritage. A developing knowledge 

and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great 

Britain, will help the children to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious, 

moral, and cultural issues in the country today. 

National celebrations and religious festivals are recognised and celebrated appropriately and 

in line with the needs and wishes of the children. 

In Key Stage 1, children begin to learn about Christianity and what it means to belong to a 

Church school. They learn about God and Jesus through Bible stories and start to make 

connections between the Christian faith and the Christian values promoted by the school such 

as respect, love, forgiveness, and kindness., forgiveness. They are also introduced to Judaism 

and Islam and learn to respectfully recognise some of the similarities and differences between 

the faiths. Celebrations from different faiths and cultures are celebrated in line with the lives 

of the children in the classes. 

In Lower Key Stage 2, children continue to explore Christianity and the importance of faith in 

people’s lives. They consider what Jesus teaches about God and values and begin to explore 

religious concepts such as Resurrection and the Trinity. They are encouraged to ask ‘big 

questions’ to take their learning to a deeper level. Children also learn about Hinduism, Baha’i 

and Humanism and their contribution to society. 

In Upper Key Stage 2, children are encouraged to revisit Christian concepts which they 

struggle with and to look at the impact of Christianity on a local, national and gobal platform. 

Sikhism is also studied, and a deepening understanding of what it means to belong to a 

religiously diverse world supports their development of respect, tolerance, and compassion. 

UHPS is Rights Respecting School, and our teaching of Religious Education supports the 

children in making links between Christian values, human rights, and compassion for others. 



Similarly, Religious Education at UHPS helps the children make sense of our school mission to 

“serve one another in love” and its foundation in the teachings of Jesus. 

Early Years 

Early Years Foundation Stage Religious Education 

Essential Knowledge for EYFS Christianity: 
 That Christians believe in God, and I have explored my views about God 

 That Jesus is a special person for Christians, and I can tell you about his birth 
 That the church is a special place for Christians where they can worship and there 

are people there who have special roles 
 I can tell you about special events including Christmas and Easter 
 The Bible is a special book for Christians 

 I can talk about values including care of one another, friendships, love, care of 
animals and the environment, and respect for all 

  
Festivals and special occasions: 

 Harvest, Christmas, Shrove Tuesday, Easter, Baptism (Christian) 

 Diwali (Hindu) 
 Eid-Al-Fitr (Islam) 

 Chinese New Year 
 Remembrance Day 
 Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day 

  

Term Topic Teacher led ideas Continuous provision 
opportunities 

Early Learning 
Goals 

Autu
mn 1 

Belonging 
and 
Special 

People 
  

Harvest 

Belonging 
Families - My family, 
how families are all 

different 
Our school  

Special people – in 
school and in the 

community. 
Belonging to God’s 
family – baptism 

Harvest – Being 
Thankful. 

Changes in weather, 
farms and harvesting, 
food bank, vegetable 

(soup) 
  

Photographs of selves 
as babies/ other family 
members 

Home corner/ role play 
for families and cooking 

Role play – dressing up 
clothes for different 

people in the 
community who help us 
Farms 

Relevant stories 
  

UTW: 
Know some 
similarities and 

differences 
between religious 

and cultural 
communities in 

this country, 
drawing on their 
experiences and 

what has been 
read in class. 

Talk about the 
lives of the people 
around them and 

their roles in 
society. 

Explore the 
natural world 
around them, 

making 
observations and 

drawing pictures 
of animals and 
plants. 

Understand some 
important 

processes and 
changes in the 
natural world 

around them, 



including the 

seasons. 
 

Autu
mn 2 

Special 
occasions 

Diwali, 
Advent, 

Christmas, 
Remembr
ance Day 

Birthdays 
Jesus’ Birthday – The 

Nativity  
(How do we celebrate 

Christmas? How do we 
get ready for 
Christmas? Christmas 

decorations and 
Christmas dinner. 

Celebrations of light – 
Diwali/ Christmas/ 
Advent candles 

Gifts and giving 
  

Role play/ small world – 
nativity 

Nativity play 
Advent calendar 

Christmas decoration 
making/ decorating a 
tree. 

Light pictures 
  

UTW: 
Know some 

similarities and 
differences 

between religious 
and cultural 
communities in 

this country, 
drawing on their 

experiences and 
what has been 
read in class. 

EAD: 
Perform songs, 

rhymes, poems, 
and stories with 
others. 

  

Sprin
g 1 

New Life 
Shrove 
Tuesday, 

Valentine’
s Day, 

Chinese 
New Year 

New Year – New 
beginnings. 
Hopes and Dreams 

Planting seeds and 
bulbs 

Who do we love? Who 
loves us? Why? 
Getting ready for 

Easter – Shrove 
Tuesday 

Chinese lanterns/ 
dragons/ cookies etc 
  

Role play – gardening 
centre 
Role play – babies. 

Garden area 
Craft activities to make 

hearts to give to 
others. 
  

UTW: 
Know some 
similarities and 

differences 
between religious 

and cultural 
communities in 
this country, 

drawing on their 
experiences and 

what has been 
read in class. 
Explore the 

natural world 
around them, 

making 
observations and 
drawing pictures 

of animals and 
plants. 

Sprin
g 2 

Easter 
Mothering 

Sunday 

Easter Story – Palm 
Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday 

Mother’s Day cards  
What our mothers do 
for us 

Forgiveness – how can 
we resolve conflicts? 

Trust – who do we 
trust/ should we trust? 

Life cycles – butterflies, 
frogs 

Chicks 
Mother’s Day cards and 

pictures 
Role play – home/ 
being a Mum figure 

Palm leaves 
Easter art opportunities 

UTW: 
Know some 

similarities and 
differences 

between religious 
and cultural 
communities in 

this country, 
drawing on their 

experiences and 
what has been 
read in class. 

Talk about the 
lives of the people 

around them and 



their roles in 

society. 
Explore the 

natural world 
around them, 
making 

observations and 
drawing pictures 

of animals and 
plants. 
Understand some 

important 
processes and 

changes in the 
natural world 
around them, 

including the 
seasons. 

  

Sum

mer 
1 

Story time 

– The 
Bible 

Eid 

Special books – Bible 

and Quran 
Introduction to the 

Bible – Old and New 
Testament. 
Old Testament: 

Noah’s Ark 
Walls of Jericho 

Ruth and Naomi 
New Testament: 
Jesus in the temple 

Jesus’ Special Friends 
The Marvellous Picnic 

  
Eid cards and 
celebrations. 

  

Role play/ small world 

opportunities linking to 
each story. 

Selection of Bibles and 
Bible story books for 
the children to read and 

share in a special area. 
Photographs of children 

reading special books 
Eid cards. 

UTW: 

Know some 
similarities and 

differences 
between religious 
and cultural 

communities in 
this country, 

drawing on their 
experiences and 
what has been 

read in class. 
Literacy: 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been 

read to them by 
retelling stories 

and narratives 
using their own 
words and recently 

introduced 
vocabulary. 

Sum
mer 

2 

Special 
Places 

Father’s 
Day 

Share pictures and 
thoughts about special 

places. Make own 
special places in 

classroom and outside/ 
woods 
What is a church? 

What might you find in 
a church building? 

Photos of churches 
Visit to the local 
church(es) and meet 

the vicar 
Special occasions in 

churches (reminder of 

Father’s Day cards 
Small world and lego to 

build special places/ 
model churches 

Create/ colour-stained 
glass windows 
Role play – home/ 

being a dad figure 

UTW: 
Know some 

similarities and 
differences 

between religious 
and cultural 
communities in 

this country, 
drawing on their 

experiences and 
what has been 
read in class 

Talk about the 
lives of the people 

around them and 



baptism) e.g., 

weddings 
Father’s Day 

their roles in 

society 
  

 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, children begin to develop an awareness of different faiths around the 

world alongside deepening their understanding of the Christian faith, all within a church 

school context. Children explore various aspects of Christianity such as the church as a place 

of worship, the Bible as a special book and guide for Christians, beliefs around belonging and 

creation, as well as learning more about the key Christian festivals of Easter and Christmas. 

Children are also be introduced to the other monotheistic faiths of Judaism and Islam. Here 

they will learn something about each faith’s understanding of God, and about their religious 

celebrations and practices. Children are encouraged to look for similarities and differences, 

ask questions and take time to reflect on their learning. The children are also supported in 

exploring their own spirituality, both in and beyond Religious Education lessons.  

 

Key Stage 2 

Throughout Key Stage 2, children continue to develop a secure knowledge and understanding 

of religions and non-religious world views. Children become more secure in their 

understanding of important religion and world faiths and develop the use of appropriate 

religious terminology. They address and devise questions about faith, and its effect on the 

world around us. They recognise similarities, differences, and significances of different faiths.  

During this Key Stage, children are learning about the five main religions of Christianity, 

Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism in greater depth to gain and understanding of the impact 

the have on believers' lives. Children will also study Baha’i, Humanism, and other world 

beliefs.  

As children develop in their skills of theological thinking, they will also develop as 

independent learners, using knowledge to inform ideas and hypotheses to analyse, evaluate 

and question. Learning from the planned curriculum children will develop and foster a love of 

learning, an ability to reflect, and a sense of respect. Learning intentions are informed by the 

Cheshire West and Chester Agreed Religious Education Syllabus and the children are guided 

towards this by the use of success criteria/ learning objectives. Children will have access to 

Knowledge Organisers, which provide key vocabulary that is topic specific and supports 

planning and learning. 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching, and learning cycle. 

Key religious knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development of children’s skills 

and understanding of world faiths. Assessment is supported by the use of the following 

strategies: 

 Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, small groups and in class during 

whole class teaching. 

 Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick 

their understanding. 



 Reflection opportunities throughout the topic. 

 The use of Knowledge Organisers in lessons to enable the children to guide their own 

learning and use vocabulary appropriately. 

 Providing effective feedback to learning, to support learning moving forward and to 

provide opportunities to self-assess, consolidate and study in-depth. 

 Moderation of work and books will be used to inform teacher assessment and reflect on 

achievements and outcomes against agreed success criteria and learning objectives. 

 An assessment of the children’s learning will be recorded half termly on INSIGHT. 

We are committed to providing a teaching and learning environment which ensures that all 

children are able to progress with their learning, regardless of social class, gender, culture, 

race, or SEND. Teachers will use a range of strategies to ensure that all learners are included 

within a classroom ethos that is Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and Holistic. 

(REACH) 

 

Subject Vocabulary  

 

Key Stage 1 

Christianity Judaism Islam 

Christian 

God 
Creator 
Jesus 

Bible 
Christmas 

Easter 
Bible 
Church 

Altar 
Font 

Gospel 
Holy Spirit 

Baptism 
Christening 

Moses  

Passover  
Torah  
Synagogue  

Star of David 
Jewish  

Bimah 
Hanukkah 
Ark 

Judaism 
Shabbat 

Joseph 

Allah 

Prophet Muhammad 
Qur’an, Mosque 
Muslim 

Islam 
Allah 

Prophet 
Mosque 
Eid 

Qur’an 
Moon and star 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 

Christianity Judaism Islam Baha’i Hinduism Humanism 

Christian, 
Christmas, 

Easter, 
Pentecost, 

Harvest 
Festival, 
Messiah,  

Liturgy,  
Church, 

Gospel, 
Jesus,  
Holy Spirit  

Jewish,  
Judaism, 

Abraham and 
Sarah, Moses, 

Exodus,  
Lawgiver, 
Ten 

Commandments, 
Passover / 

Pesach, Day of 
Atonement. 
Torah,   

Muslim, 
Islam,  

Allah,  
Prophet, 

mosque, 
Qur’an,  
moon and 

star, 
paradise. 

 Hindu,  
Mandir,  

Divali,  
Aum 

Murtis, 
Puja,  
Home shrine,  

Hindu 
dharma, 

Sanatan 
Dharma, 
Rama,  

Humanist,  
Evolution,  

The Golden 
Rule 

Humanism,  
Natural 
selection,  

Responsibility 
Humanity,  

The Big Bang,  
Human rights 
Atheism,  



God the 

Creator, 
Trinity,  
Heaven 

 

Shabbat,   

Pesach, 
Hanukkah,   
Shalom, 

Remembrance,   
King David,   

King Solomon, 
Esther,   
Purim,   

Prophet,   

Sita,  

 Karma,  
Dharma,  
Brahman  

Trimurti,  
Gods such as 

Ganesha 
Brahma, 
Shiva, Vishnu,  

Goddesses 
such as 

Durga, 
Ambaji, 
Shakti 

Reincarnation, 
Aarti,  

Devotee,   
Holi,  

Reason,  

Happy 
Human 
Agnosticism,  

Empathy, 
Flourishing 

Science,  
Compassion,  
Celebrant 

Evidence,  
Respect,   

Curiosity,  
Dignity, 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 

Christianity Judaism Islam Humanism Sikhism Baha’i 

Christian, 

Jesus, Bible, 
Creation 
and Fall, 

Gospel, 
Letters of 

Saint Paul, 
Trinity, 
Incarnation, 

Holy Spirit, 
resurrection, 

Christmas, 
Holy Week, 
Easter, 

Pentecost, 
Eucharist, 

agape, 
advent, 
disciple, 

Judaism,  

Jewish,  
Torah,  
Shabbat,  

Pesach, 
Hanukkah,  

Ten 
Commandments, 
persecution, 

prejudice,  
Beth Shalom, 

remembrance, 
patriarch, 
Jacob,  

Ruth,  
King David,  

King Solomon, 
Esther,  
Purim,  

Prophet,  
Isaiah, 

 Daniel 

Muslim, 

Allah, 
Prophethood,  
Ummah,  

5 Pillars, 
Prophet 

Muhammad, 
Iman (faith), 
Akhlaq 

(character or 
moral 

conduct) 
Qur’an,  
Hadith, 

Sunnah, 
Mosque,  

Hajj,  
Al-Fatihah, 
Adhan, 

Humanist,  

Evolution,  
The Golden 
Rule 

Humanism,  
Natural 

selection,  
Responsibility 
Humanity,  

The Big 
Bang,  

Human rights 
Atheism,  
Reason,  

Happy 
Human 

Agnosticism,  
Empathy, 
Flourishing 

Science,  
Compassion,  

Celebrant 
Evidence,  
Respect,   

Curiosity,  
Dignity,   

Sikh, Guru 

Nanak, 
Gurdwara,  
Guru Granth 

Sahib 
Sikhi, Langar,  

10 Gurus,  
Vaisakhi,  
The 5 Ks,  

The Khalsa,  
Kaur and 

Singh,  
Guru Govind 
Singh, 

Panji Piara 
Waheguru,  

Harimandir 
Sahib, Amrit,  
Panj Kakke,  

Kirpan, 
Kacchera, 

Kanga,  
Kara,  
Kesh Khanda,  

Sangat,  
Karah Prasad. 

 

 

 

 


