
 

 

 

 

 

 

History at Upton Heath Church of England Primary School 

History Curriculum Statement 

Subject Leader: Judith Lewis 

Intent 

Topics / themes are informed by the Pathways to Write long term curriculum plan, which is 

directly linked to the national curriculum. All themes are sensitive to children’s interests and 

linked to the context of our local area and wider. The curriculum at UHPS is carefully planned 

and structured to encapsulate our curriculum intent of REACH (Relevant, Engaging, 

Aspirational, Creative and Holistic). We ensure that current learning is linked to previous 

learning as part of a sequential curriculum, enabling children to achieve the end of year 

expectations. In line with the national curriculum 2014, the History curriculum at UHPS aims 

to ensure that all pupils:  

 Gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 

world, which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 

 Are encouraged and motivated to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 

evidence, consider arguments and develop perspective and judgement. 

 Begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 

diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 

identity and the challenges of their time. 

 

 

 

 

 

All classes will have a timeline on display to demonstrate chronology 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
Autumn 

1 

 

Key points 

Within Living 

Memory 
Roots and Fruits 

Link:  
British Values: 
Any key 

questions? 

Knowledge 

Organisers:  

Children will know 

more, remember 
more and 

understand more 
history 
 

LINKED TO END OF 
YEAR 

EXPECTATIONS. 

“Serve one another in love” 

History 

Progression 

of Skills 

History 

Vocabulary 
History 

Curriculum 

Statement 



Year 2 Gunpowder 

Plot 1605 

Events beyond 

Living Memory, 
the Gunpowder 
Piot, link with 

Bonfire night 

1 hour per week 

To make links 
between British 
tradition and 

history 

Children 

understand and 
explain what a 
tradition is and 

why it’s repeated. 

Year 3     

Year 4     

Year 5     

Year 6 WW2 Beyond 1066- 
timeline and look 

at long arc of 
time wars / 

battles through 
the ages 

WW2 Battle of 
Britain and the 
Blitz 

1 hour per week 
To think about a 

major event in 
British History  and 

learn from older 
people in the 

community the 
impact of WW2 

Children are able 
to examine and 

event that affected 
the whole of UK 

and its impact on 
the local area. 

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

Autumn 
2 

Traditional 
tales 

 
Guy 

Fawkes 

Changes within 
living memory- 

Traditional tales, 
how stories have 

changed over time 
Parents and 
grandparents 

favourite stories 

1 hour per week 
 

Using traditional 
tales as an 

introduction to 
history as those 
tales were enjoyed 

by parents/ 
grandparents in 

the past 

Children will 
appreciate 

traditional tales 
are embedded in 

the past and 
continue to be 
told in the 

present. 
 

Significant person 
– Guy Fawkes 

Year 2 Gunpowder 
Plot 

Events beyond 
Living Memory- 
Gunpowder Plot 

1605 and Bonfire 
night 

1 hour per week 
 
Children will learn 

about a significant 
event  in British 

History that has 
been observed for 
over 400 years 

 

Children 
understand the 
tradition of 

Bonfire Night has 
been embedded 

in History for 
over 400 years 
and regularly 

celebrated 

Year 3     

Year 4     

Year 5 Knowledge 
of Anglo 
Saxon 

Settlement 
in UK 

Anglo Saxons 1 hour per week 
Look at how Anglo 
Saxons settled in 

Britain and made 
their own rule of 

Law  (British 
Values) 

Children 
understand the 
Anglo Saxon Rule 

and the impact 
on society 

Year 6 WW2 in 
Local 
Community 

Local History 
Study impact of 
WW2 on local 

area, link with 
Remembrance

   
 

1 hour per week 
 
Using local 

information and 
written records, 

photographs, 
children will learn 

Children will be 
able to see the 
impact of WWII 

on the local 
community. 



the impact of WW2 

on Upton and 
Chester 

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme 
/ Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 
Spring 

1 

    

Year 2 Britain 

in 1666 

In depth study of 

Great Fire of 
London 1666 

1 hour per week 

 
Children learn about 
a significant event in 

the History of 
Britain and it’s 

impact on society 

Children continue to 

develop sense of 
chronology and be 
able to talk about 

primary and 
secondary sources 

Year 3 Stone 

Age 
Man 

Changes in Britain 

– Stone Age to Iron 
age 

1 hour per week 

Start of increasing 
the chronological 
understanding of 

the children  
 

Design and create a 

History wall display 
showing chronology 
of time and events 

in British History 
 

(All classes to 
have a timeline) 

Year 4 Ancient 
Greece 

Study of the legacy 
of Ancient Greece 
 

 
 

 
 

1 hour a week 
Discover the lives of 
Ancient Greeks and 

their customs and 
lifestyles. 

Possible museum 
visit and Greek Day 
in school 

Children to be able 
to present 
information about 

Ancient Greece and 
talk about their 

legacy 

Year 5 Vikings 
and 

Anglos 
axons- 

struggle 
for 
power 

Vikings and Anglo 
Saxons- Struggle 

for England 

1 hour per week 
 

Children are able to 
understand different 

communities and 
appreciate how they 
were successful in 

the struggle for 
England. 

Increase knowledge 
of previous 

inhabitants of the 
UK and understand 

their legacy. 

Year 6     

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
 

Spring 
2 

Living 

Memory 
Experience 

to share 

Changes within 

Living Memory- 
what household 

items and toys did 
your 
Grandparents/ 

Great Grand 
parents have ? 

1 hour per week 

Children understand 
that objects can 

give us historical 
knowledge, well as 
verbal information 

 ( 
primary/secondary 

source) 

Be able to explain 

why objects from 
the past help us 

and begin to 
understand 
primary and 

secondary 
sources. 

Year 2 The 

Victorians 

Events beyond 

Living Memory- 
Queen Victoria 

1 hour per week 

Children understand 
that this was a very 

Children can talk 

with confidence 
about the 



significant age in 

terms of industry, 
inventions and 
development of the 

social classes. 

significance of 

Victorian 
inventions and 
relate them to 

what we use 
today. 

Year 3     

Year 4     

Year 5     

Year 6     

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
Summer 

1 

Knowledge 
of 

Significant 
People and 

how their 
lives reflect 

on Britain 

Lives of 
significant others 

–  
Neil Armstrong 

Amelia Earhart 
 

Y1 study a 
different 
significant 

person each 
term to fit in 

with their 
literacy text 

1 hour per week 
Children to learn 

about significant 
people and why 

they are important 
ion British History. 

To be able to 
explain why these 

people are 
significant in 

British History 
and what they 

did. 

Year 2 Local 
History 

Significant 
historical events, 
people and places 

in own locality- 
h0w has 

woodland 
changed, Which 
people have been 

influential? 
George 

Mottershead 

1 hour per week 
Children examine 
changes in the 

local area and 
examine local 

landmarks and 
their history 
Include visit to 

local area and 
Holy Ascension 

Church 

Improve 
knowledge of 
local area and be 

able to explain 
significant people 

and landmarks. 

Year 3 Early 

Civilisations 

The achievements 

of Early 
Civilisations 
(Sumer,Indus, 

Egypt, Shang 
Dynasty) and 

common themes 
eg writing 

1 hour per week 

Children explore 
Early Civilisations 
and what they 

achieved 

Be able to explain 

the achievements 
of Early 
Civilisations and 

their legacy 

Year 4     

Year 5     

Year 6     

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / 

Topic 

Intent Implementation  Impact 

Year 1  

 
Summer 

2 

Knowledge 

of 
Significant 

People 

Lives of significant 

others  
 

1 hour per week 

 
Children to learn 

about significant 

Why these people 

are significant in 
British History 



and how 

their lives 
reflect on 
Britain 

Jacques Cousteau

  

people and why 

they are important 
in British History. 

and what they 

did. 

Year 2 Local 
history 

study 

Significant 
historical events, 

people and places 
in own locality- 

h0w has woodland 
changed, which 
people have been 

influential? 
George 

Mottershead 

1 hour per week 
Children able to 

use a variety of 
resources to notice 

the change in the 
local area and talk 
about significant 

people. 
(Geography link) 

 

Improve 
knowledge of local 

area and be able 
to explain 

significant people 
and landmarks. 

Year 3 Ancient 

Egypt 

In depth study of 

Ancient Egypt- 
Achievements of 
the Earliest  

Civilisations 
 

 
 
 

1 hour per week 

Use artefacts and  
research to 
understand the 

civilisation of 
Ancient Egypt and 

what they 
achieved. 
(RE link) 

Children will be 

able to confidently 
explain the 
achievements of 

Early Civilizations. 

Year 4 Roman 
Britain 

Roman Chester 
and its impact on 

Britain 

1 hour per week 
Visit to Roman 

Chester 
Children become 

aware of  
Chester’s historical 
association with 

the Romans and 
it’s impact on 

society and the 
legacy of the 
Romans 

Children to be 
able to present 

information about 
the impact of the 

Romans on 
Chester and 
British society 

Year 5  Non European 
society that 

provides contrasts 
with British 

History eg 
Baghdad link with 
‘Librarian of 

Basra’ 

1 hour per week 
To research and 

reflect on the 
differences 

between a non 
European Society 
and Britain 

(Geography link) 

Be able to explain 
contrasts between 

Britain and a non 
European country 

Year 6     

 

Implementation 

History is taught in blocks, as identified in the long term curriculum plan. Some  aspects of 

history are taught with a direct link to the central text that is being studied by the cohort, to 

enable pupils to achieve depth in their learning. History is taught throughout Key Stage 1 and 

Key Stage 2, to ensure that all pupils receive a quality and focused History curriculum. 

Teachers identify the key knowledge and skills of each topic / theme and consideration has 

been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. 

Where possible, we link our Rights Respecting Schools focus with our themes, as well as our 

Christian focus for the term, such as Friendship, Compassion, etc.  By the end of Key Stage 

2, children will have a chronological understating of British history from the Stone Age to the 



Twentieth Century. They will be able to draw comparisons and make connections between 

different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with the studies around British history 

are studies of world history including ancient civilisations of Greece, Egypt and Life in 900AD 

Baghdad. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows Development Matters, which aims to provide 

children in Reception with opportunities to have an “Understanding of the World: past and 

present, by the end of the EYFS Phase. 

 

 

Impact 

Outcomes in Topic and English books, Twitter, Facebook, Seesaw and Tapestry posts, 

evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum and demonstrates the pupils’ acquisition of 

key knowledge. Children are involved in reviewing their learning after each session and are 

actively encouraged to identify their own learning targets, with support from their teachers. 

Much emphasis is made on analytical thinking and questioning, which helps pupils gain a 

coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world and are 

curious about the past. Through this study, pupils learn to ask perceptive questions, think 

critically, consider evidence and arguments and develop their own opinions.  

British Values and our Christian Distinctiveness. 

As a school, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake 

a variety of events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approach to be 

enriching for all parties, as it teaches tolerance, compassion and respect for the differences in 

our community and thee wider world. Our teaching of the British Values of tolerance, 

individual liberty, mutual respect, the rule of law and democracy are underpinned by our 

History curriculum themes, which have strong links to British History.  

All ancient civilisations have contributed to modern society: E.g. the Ancient Greeks gave us 

democracy; Egyptian civilisation contributed to modern religious theories and beliefs, as well 

as equipment, technology and art, all essential in developing the Britain we see today. 

In Key Stage 1 British History is taught through the Gunpowder Plot, Great Fire of London 

and Significant people such as Neil Armstrong, Amelia Earhart , Earnest Shackleton and 

Jacques Cousteau. Children also study Victorian Britain including inventions that we still use 

today. 

In Lower Key Stage 2 Key Stage 2 British History is taught chronologically through Years 3 to 

Year 6, starting with the Stone Age. Periods then studied include The Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain.  

In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils learn about  Britain’s settlement by the Vikings and Anglo-

Saxon and then their struggle for the kingdom of England. They also undertake an extended 

period of study of Britain from 1930, which includes how World War II has influenced today’s 

society and how immigrants from the Commonwealth helped rebuild Britain and shaped it 

into the diverse and multi-cultural society it is today. Children also study a non- European 

country that contrasts with British history such as Baghdad and undersea exploration and 

films. 

UHPS is Rights Respecting School and the teaching of history allows pupils to deepen their 

understanding of why the UN was formed, the need for global unity and gives pupils the 

opportunity to have compassion for historical people’s experiences and how their own 

experiences may differ due to UNCRC.  



As well as the History curriculum linking to articles in the UNCRC, whole school themes also 

run throughout the year on the SMSC calendar, including Remembrance Day in November, VE 

Day in May, (Article 38: War and armed conflicts) International Women’s Day in March 

(Article 2: non-discrimination based on gender), Earth Day. 

 These are celebrated through whole school worship, workshop in school and lessons in the 

classroom. 

The distinct aims (“serving one another in love”) and Christian values of UHPS (Resilience, 

Respect, Compassion and Together) underpin every aspect of school life. We embrace the 

Church of England’s vision for education, and that is, “deeply Christian, serving the common 

good”, encompassing our values of Respect, Resilience, Compassion and Together  

Early Years: 

IN EYFS we explore historical themes through the Understanding of the World strand of the 

Early Years curriculum. This involves guiding children to make sense of the physical world and 

their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places 

and time.  

 

EYFS children access the history curriculum through ‘Understanding the World, Past and 

Present. ‘ 

      

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

 

 
 

 
 

Reception 

Autumn 

1 

Who am I? How the 

children have 
grown. 

Through talk and 

play children 
examine their 

lives so far and 
how they have 
grown. 

 

Autumn 
2 

Bonfire Night 
and 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

Children are 
introduced to 

the significance 
of these events 

in British 
History 

Through reading 
and discussion, 

children begin to 
understand what 

these events 
mean. 

Spring 1 Living in the 
past 

Dinosaur topic 
Topics are child 
led so may 

change each 
year… another 

popular choice 
is knights and 
castles. 

With their own 
prior knowledge 
children explore 

dinosaurs, using 
role play, 

discussion, 
pictures and 
creative 

activities. 

Spring 2 Significant 

person in 
British History 

St George Children learn 

through role play 
and discussion 

about St.George 

Summer 

1 

Fantasy and 

Imaginary 
World 

Traditional 

Tales 

Child led topic 

using tales 
from the past 
to engage their 

imagination. 

Learning about 

the past through 
role play and 
exploration. Be 



 able to talk about 

the past. 

Summer 

2 

 Child led topic 

using tales 
from the past 
to engage their 

imagination 

Learning about 

the past through 
role play and 
exploration. Be 

able to talk about 
the past. 

   FROM NEW 
EYFS 

DOCUMENT 

Understanding 
the world 

involves guiding 
children to make 
sense of their 

physical world 
and their 

community. The 
frequency and 
range of 

children’s 
personal 

experiences 
increases their 
knowledge and 

sense of the 
world around 

them – from 
visiting parks, 
libraries and 

museums to 
meeting 

important 
members of 
society such as 

police officers, 
nurses and 

firefighters. In 
addition, listening 

to a broad 
selection of 
stories, non-

fiction, rhymes 
and poems will 

foster their 
understanding of 
our culturally, 

socially, 
technologically 

and ecologically 
diverse world. As 
well as building 

important 
knowledge, this 

extends their 
familiarity with 
words that 

support 
understanding 

ELG: Past and 
Present 

Children at the 
expected level 
of development 

will: - Talk 
about the lives 

of the people 
around them 
and their roles 

in society; 
 

 - Know some 
similarities and 
differences 

between things 
in the past and 

now, drawing 
on their 
experiences 

and what has 
been read in 

class;  
- Understand 
the past 

through 
settings, 

characters and 
events 

encountered in 
books read in 
class and 

storytelling. 
 ELG: People, 

Culture and 
Communities 
Children at the 

expected level 
of development 

will: - Describe 
their immediate 
environment 

using 
knowledge from 

observation, 
discussion, 
stories, non-

fiction texts and 
maps; - Know 



across domains. 

Enriching and 
widening 
children’s 

vocabulary will 
support later 

reading 
comprehension 

some 

similarities and 
differences 
between 

different 
religious and 

cultural 
communities in 
this country, 

drawing on 
their 

experiences 
and what has 
been read in 

class; - Explain 
some 

similarities and 
differences 
between life in 

this country 
and life in other 

countries, 
drawing on 
knowledge from 

stories, non-
fiction texts and 

– when 
appropriate – 

maps. 

 

Key Stage 1: 

During Key Stage 1, children begin to develop an awareness of the past, using common 

words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They start to know where the people and 

events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. They start to use relevant historical terminology 

correctly and link historical themes across the curriculum. Children are taught to identify 

changes within living memory, by examining how toys and entertainment have changed 

within living memory and what is reveals about changes in life. Children will also explore 

events beyond living memory, to develop a growing sense of chronology and awareness of 

time and changes over time. As part of this focus children will study the Great Fire of London 

1666, and how homes changes over time as well as Victorian Britain focusing on changes in 

lifestyle now and then and the many inventions from the Victorian period, that are still in use 

today. We also study the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 

national and international achievements: specifically we will study : Guy Fawkes, Samuel 

Pepys, Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole, Earnest Shackleton, Amelia Earhart,  Neil 

Armstrong and Jacques Cousteau. 

Key Stage 2: 

Throughout Key Stage 2, children should continue to develop a chronologically secure 

knowledge and understanding of British and world history. Children will become secure in 

their understanding of important historical events and eras, trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terminology. They should address and sometimes devise 

questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance. Children will begin to 

see how we use historical sources and information to hypothesise and evaluate.  



During this Key Stage, chidlren are learning about the changes that happened in Britain from 

the Stone Age, through the Bronze Age to the Iron age. They will learn about the Roman 

Empire and its impact on Britain both in the short term and to the present day. This study will 

be followed by an investigation of Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons culminating in a 

study of the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor. We will study these periods of history in a broad chronological order, 

to assist the children’s understanding of chronology and trends over time. 

We will study the impact of World War II, The Battle of Britain and the Blitz on the local 

community, as well as the whole country’s struggle during this time.  

In addition to this focus on British history, we will study the achievements of the earliest 

civilisations, such as Ancient Egypt. Once again, the specific in-depth study will be selected to 

ensure effective and enriching cross curricular links. This will be extended by investigation in 

Ancient Greece, where children will study Greek life, the major achievements of society and 

its +influence on the western world. A broader study of non-European society provides a 

contrast to our study of British history, our focus on Mayan / 900AD Baghdad provides the 

context of this comparison. 

There are three historical strands of learning that the children will explore: 

 Chronological understanding  

 Knowledge and interpretation  

 Historical enquiry 

As children develop these skills in a range of contexts, they will also develop as independent 

learners, using knowledge to inform ideas and hypotheses to analyse, evaluate and question. 

Learning from these strands will develop and foster a love of learning and a sense of 

curiosity. Learning intentions are informed by the national curriculum (2014) and children are 

guided towards this by the use of success criteria. Children will have access to Knowledge 

Organisers, which provide key vocabulary that is topic specific and supports planning and 

learning.  

Assessment 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. 

Key historical knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development of children’s 

historical enquiry skills. Assessment is supported by the use of the following strategies: 

 Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, small groups and in class during 

whole class teaching. 

 Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick 

their understanding. 

 The use of Knowledge Organisers in every lesson to enable the children to guide their 

own learning and use them to quiz the children and to use historical vocabulary 

appropriately. 

 Providing effective feedback to learning, to support learning moving forward and to 

provide opportunities to self-assess, consolidate and study in-depth. 

 Moderation of work and books will be used to inform teacher assessment and reflect on 

achievements and outcomes against agreed success criteria and learning objectives. 

We are committed to providing a teaching and learning environment which ensures that all 

chidlren are able to progress with their learning, regardless of social class, gender, culture, 

race, or SEND. Teachers will use a range of strategies to ensure that all learners are included 

within a classroom ethos that is Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and Holistic. 

(REACH) 



 

 

 

 

 

History Vocabulary Key Stage 1 

Historical Language 

History 
Similar 

Different 
Today 

Yesterday 
Tomorrow 

Past  
Present 
Future 

People 
Places 

Day 
Week 
Month 

Time 
Year 

Decade 
Century 
Age 

A long time 
ago 

Modern 
Old 
Ancient 

Memory  

Chronological 
Recently 

Calendar 
Lifetime 

Remember 
Living 

memory 
Inventions 
Detective 

Important 
Artefact 

Opinion 
Photograph 
Explorer 

Evidence 
Research 

Historians 
Experts 
Websites 

Timeline 
What…? 

When…? 
Why…? 
Where…? 

        

History Vocabulary Lower Key Stage 2 

Historical Language 

History 
Era 

Time period 
Past 

Time 
Year 
Decade 

Century 
Age 

A long time 
ago 
Modern 

Old 
Ancient 

Memory 
BCE 

Chronological 
Evidence 

Photographs 
Newspaper 

Research 
Historians 
Experts 

Websites 
Timeline 

What…? 
When…? 
Why…? 

Where…? 
Chronologically 

Sources 
Information 



CE 

BC 
AD 
Millennium 

Empire 
Conquest 

Continuity 
Significance 
Effects 

Consequence 
Settlers 

Settlements 
Myths 
Legends 

Primary source 

Secondary 
source 
First hand 

evidence 
Second hand 

evidence 
Relic 
Archaeology 

Archaeologist 
Museum 

Civilisation 
Legacy 
Reason 

Invasion 
Migration 

Inference  

KS1 vocabulary 

 

Historical Vocabulary Upper Key Stage 2 

Historical Language 

History 
Era 
Time period 

Past 
Time 

Year 
Decade 
Century 

Age 
A long time 

ago 
Modern 

Old 
Ancient 
Memory 

BCE 
CE 

BC 
AD 
Millennium 

Empire 
Conquest 

Continuity 
Significance 
Effects 

Consequence 
Settlers 

Settlements 
Myths 
Legends 

Nation 
Heir 

Impact 
Impression 

Chronological 
Evidence 
Photographs 

Newspaper 
Research 

Historians 
Experts 
Websites 

Timeline 
What…? 

When…? 
Why…? 

Where…? 
Chronologically 
Sources 

Information 
Primary source 

Secondary 
source 
First hand 

evidence 
Second hand 

evidence 
Relic 
Archaeology 

Archaeologist 
Museum 

Civilisation 
Legacy 
Reason 

Invasion 
Migration 

Inference 
Resistance 



Legislation 

Reformers  

Industrialisation 

Urbanisation 
Mechanisation 
Epidemic 

Eye witness 
Reliable 

sources 
Outbreak  

 

 


