
 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography at Upton Heath Church of England Primary 

School 

Geography Curriculum Statement 

 

Subject Leader: Gemma Cosgrove 

 

Intent 

At Upton Heath, we believe that Geography should inspire children to ask questions and search 

for answers about the natural and human aspects of the world. Pupils are encouraged to 

develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. Topics 

/ themes are informed by the Pathways to Write long term curriculum plan, which is directly linked to 

the National Curriculum. All themes are sensitive to children’s interests and linked to the context of our 

local area and wider community. The curriculum at UHPS is carefully planned and structured to 

encapsulate our curriculum intent of REACH (Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and Holistic). 

We ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning as part of a sequential curriculum, enabling 

children to achieve the end of year expectations.  

At Upton Heath, we seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its 

people, which will remain with them for the rest of their lives as they progress in society. In line with 

the National Curriculum 2014, the Geography curriculum at UHPS aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 

marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 

geographical context for understanding the actions of processes. 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 

world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 

time. 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a 

range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of 

geographical processes. 

 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) - communicate geographical 

information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and 

writing at length. 

The Geography Curriculum 
Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

Autumn 

1 

Geography of 
school 

grounds. 

*Use simple fieldwork 
and observational skills 

to study the geography 

of their school and its 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

Children will have 
developed their 

understanding and 

knowledge of people, 

“Serve one another in love” 



Cold areas of 
the world-

South Pole, 
North Pole. 

grounds and the key 
human and physical 

features of its 
surrounding 

environment. 

Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom 
and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the 
Equator and the North 

and South Poles. 
Use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East, West) and 
locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near and 
far; left and right], to 

describe the location of 
features and routes on 

a map. 

 culture and communities 
and the natural world from 

their coverage of the EYFS 
Curriculum. 

Children will be able to 

confidently talk about the 
objectives taught. 

Linked to end of year 
expectations: 

 Children can say what 

they like about their 
locality. They can sort 

things they like and dislike. 
Children can tell someone 

their address. They are 

able to describe a locality 
using words and pictures. 

Year 2 Compare a 

small area of 
the UK with a 

small area in a 

non-European 
country 

(another 
location where 

owls live.) 

Understand 

geographical 
similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 
and physical geography 

of a small area of the 
United Kingdom and of 

a small area in a 

contrasting non- 
European country. 

Use simple fieldwork 
and observational skills 

to study the geography 

of their school and its 
grounds and the 

surrounding area. 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children are confident 

labelling a diagram or 

photograph using some 
geographical words. They 

are confident using 
different sources of 

evidence to find out about 

a contrasting locality like 
Africa. Children are able to 

by ask some relevant 
questions to someone else 

and say what they like and 

don’t like about their 
locality and another locality 

like Africa. They use a 

map, photographs, film or 
plan to describe a 

contrasting locality outside 
Europe. 

 

Year 3 Where have 

you been on 
holiday? Uk 

geographical 

regions (north 
west, 

midlands etc) 
Coastal 

regions.  

Physical 
features – 

seas, coasts, 
oceans. 

Name and locate 

counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 
human and physical 

characteristics, key 
topographical features 

(including hills, 

mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 
understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time. 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 

record and present the 
human and physical 

features in the local 
area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children use the correct 

geographical words to 

describe a place and the 
events that happen there. 

They identify key features 
of a locality by using a 

map and appropriate 

symbols to represent 
different physical features. 

Children can explain why a 
locality has certain physical 

features. 

Children are beginning to 
use 4 figure grid 

references and can 

accurately plot NSEW on a 
map. They are able to 

recognise the 8 points of 
the compass (N, NW, W, S, 

SW, SE, E, NE). Children 

use some basic OS map 
symbols and make 

accurate measurement of 
distances within 100Km. 

Children can work out how 

long it would take to get to 
a given destination taking 

account of the mode of 
transport. 



 Children can name the 
two largest seas around 

Europe. 
 

 

Year 4 Environmental 

regions of the 
world – link to 

the natural 

environments 
of gorillas and 

other apes.  
Study 

topographical 

features. 

Locate the world’s 

countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe 

(including the location 

of Russia) and North 
and South America, 

concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 

key physical and 

human characteristics, 
countries, and major 

cities. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 
mapping to locate 

countries and describe 
features studied. 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children to locate the same 

place on a globe and in an 

atlas. They are able to 
label the same features on 

an aerial photograph as on 
a map. 

 

Year 5 Locational and 
place 

knowledge – a 
region in 

North America 

(The Great 
Lakes and 

Niagara) Can 

you plan the 
route for 

Annie’s tour? 

Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe 
(including the location 

of Russia) and North 

and South America, 
concentrating on their 

environmental regions, 

key physical and 
human characteristics, 

countries, and major 
cities. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 
digital/computer 

mapping to locate 
countries and describe 

features studied. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children to plan a journey 
to a place in another part 

of the world, taking 

account of distance and 
time 

Children to make detailed 

sketches and plans; 
improving their accuracy 

later. 
Children can locate the 

USA and Canada on a 

world map and atlas. 
They are able to name and 

locate some of the Great 
Lakes of the USA and 

Canada. Children to work 

out an accurate itinerary 
detailing a journey to 

another part of the world. 
 

 

Year 6     

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
Autumn 

2 

    

Year 2 World’s seven 

continents and 

5 oceans. 
Which 

continents 
have owls on? 

Name and locate the 

world’s seven 

continents and five 
oceans. 

Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of 

the world in relation to 

the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 

Children can name the 
continents of the world, 

plus the world’s oceans 
and locate them in an 

atlas.  

Children give plausible 
predictions about what the 

weather may be like in 
different parts of the world 

and explain how the 

weather affects different 
people.  



Year 3 Water cycle 
Arctic circle 

Mountains 

Understand 
geographical 

similarities and 
differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 
geography of a 

region of the United 
Kingdom, a region 

in a European 

country, and a 
region within North 

or South America. 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of physical 
geography, 

including: climate 

zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and 

the water cycle. 

 

   
 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children can confidently 
explain how the water 

cycle works. Children can 

explain how people’s lives 
vary due to weather. 

Year 4     

Year 5 Settlements 

Land use 
Towns and 

cities 

compared with 
rural areas. 

Uk towns and 

cities. 

Describe and 

understand key 
aspects of human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement 
and land use, 

economic activity 

including trade links, 
and the distribution of 

natural resources 
including energy, food, 

minerals and water. 

 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children can collect 

information about a place 

and use it in a report. 
Children can explain what 

a place (open to 

environmental and 
physical change) might be 

like in the future taking 
account of physical 

features. Children can  

report on ways in which 
humans have both 

improved and damaged 
the environment. 

Year 6 Animal species 
around the 

world – climate 
zones, land 

use patterns, 

changes over 
time – how 

animals have 
been affected 

by humans. 

Describe and 
understand key 

aspects of 
physical 

geography 

including 
climate zones, 

biomes and 
vegetation 

belts, rivers, 

mountains, 
volcanoes and 

the water cycle. 
Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of 
human 

geography, 

including: types 
of settlement 

and land use, 
economic 

activity 

including trade 
links, and the 

distribution of 
natural 

resources 

including 
energy, food, 

minerals and 

water. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Children are able to 
explain scale and use 

maps with a range of 
scales. They choose the 

best way to collect 

information needed and 
decide the most 

appropriate units of 
measure. Children can 

make careful 

measurements and use the 
data. They use OS maps to 

answer questions and 
maps, aerial photos, plans 

and web resources to 

describe what a locality 
might be like.  They 

accurately use a 4 figure 

grid reference and create 
sketch maps when 

carrying out a field study. 
Children can recognise key 

symbols used on ordnance 

survey maps.                       
Children give extended 

descriptions of the physical 
features of different places 

around the world. They are 

able describe how some 
places are similar and 

others are different in 

relation to their human 
features. Children can 



Use maps, 
atlases, globes 

and 
digital/computer 

mapping to 

locate countries 
and describe 

features 
studied. 

 

classify and identify a 
range of Biomes around 

the world. (A suggested 
list is: taiga, tundra, 

temperate deciduous 

forest, scrub forest, 
grassland, desert, tropical 

rainforest, temperate 
rainforest.)  Children 

understand the term 

sustainable development 
and are able to use it in 

different contexts? 
They can explain how 

human activity has caused 

an environment to change. 
Children analyse 

population data on two 

settlements and report on 
findings and questions 

raised. 

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  
 

Spring 

1 

Hot areas of 
the world. 

Capital Cities 

Understand 
geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 
studying the human 

and physical geography 
of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and a 

small area in a 
contrasting non-

European country. 

Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 

of the four countries 
and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

Use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 
physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 
 

Children will be able to 
confidently talk about the 

objectives taught.  

Linked to end of year 
expectations: 

Children think of a few 
relevant questions to ask 

about a locality 

Children can confidently 
name key features 

associated with a town or 

village E.g. church, shop, 
farm, house. 

Children are able to 
identify the four countries 

making up the United 

Kingdom. 
 

Year 2 Birds eye view 

– links to 

maps and 
globes. 

Four countries 
and capitals in 

the UK and 

surrounding 
seas.  Physical 

features: 

beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, 

hill, sea, 
ocean, valley. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Name, locate and 

identify characteristics 

of the four countries 
and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 
surroundings seas. 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom. 

Use simple compass 

directions (North, 
South, East and West) 

and locational and 
directional language 

e.g. near and far, left 

and right to describe 
the locations and 

features and routes on 
a map. 

Use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 
physical features, 

devise a simple map; 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 

Children are able to 
explain what makes a 

locality special and 
describe a place outside 

Europe using geographical 

words. Children are 
confident describing the 

key features of a place, 

using words like, ‘beach’, 
‘coast’, ‘forest’, ‘hill’, 

‘mountain’, ‘ocean’, 
‘valley’. 

Children can find the 

longest and shortest route 
using a map and point out 

the North, South, East and 
West associated with 

maps and compass.  

Children can use maps 
and atlases appropriately 

by using contents and 
indexes. 

 



 
 

and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 

 

 
 

    
 

Year 3     

Year 4 Contrast a 

region in the 

UK with Bay of 
Naples in Italy. 

Volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 
differences through the 

study of human and 
physical geography of 

a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and 

a region within North 
or South America. 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 
record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 
area using a range of 

methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital 

technologies, 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 

Children are confident 
describing the main 

features of a village and 
well-known city. 

Children are able to 

describe the main physical 
differences between cities 

and villages. They can 
explain how the lives of 

people living in the 

Mediterranean would be 
different from their own. 
Children recognise the 

countries that make up 
the European Union. 

 

Year 5 Uk countries 
and cities in 

Britain – How 

did places get 
their names? 

(Anglo – 
Saxon) 

Name and locate 
counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 
and their identifying 

human and physical 
characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Use the eight points of 

a compass, four and 
six-figure grid 

references, symbols 
and key (including the 

use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 
the wider world. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 
 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children can name up to 

six cities in the UK and 
locate them on a map. 

Children use the eight 
points of a compass, four 

and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

Year 6     

 



Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
 

Spring 

2 

    

Year 2     

Year 3 Global 

geographical 

regions.  
Locational 

knowledge- 

oceans, 
hemispheres, 

North Poles and 
South Poles, 

Arctic and 

Antarctic. 

Locate the world’s 

countries, using 

maps to focus on 
Europe (including 

the location of 

Russia) and North 
and South America, 

concentrating on 
their environmental 

regions, key 

physical and human 
characteristics, 

countries, and 
major cities. 

Use the eight points 

of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid 

references, symbols 
and key (including 

the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to 
build their 

knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 
the wider world. 

 

         
 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 

Children are able to 
locate the 

Mediterranean and 

explain why it is a 
popular holiday 

destination? Children 
can name and locate 

some well-known 

European countries. 
They can confidently 

describe human 
features in a locality 

and explain why it has 

these certain features. 
Children are able to 

explain how a locality 
has changed over time 

with reference to 

human features.    They 
can name the two 

largest seas around 

Europe.                    
Children are beginning 

to use 4 figure grid 
references and can 

accurately plot NSEW 

on a map. They are 
able to recognise the 8 

points of the compass 
(N, NW, W, S, SW, SE, 

E, NE). Children use 

some basic OS map 
symbols and make 

accurate measurement 

of distances within 
100Km. 

 

Year 4 Human/ physical 
geography – 

settlements, land 

use, trade links, 
natural 

resources, land 

use patterns. 
Volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

Describe and 
understand key 

aspects of physical 

geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes 

and biomes and 

vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 

water cycle. 

Describe and 
understand key 

aspects of human 
geography, including: 

types of settlement 

and land use, 
economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution of 
natural resources 

including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 
 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children to carry out a 

survey to discover 
features of cities and 

villages. Children are 

able to accurately 
measure and collect 

information (e.g. 
rainfall, temperature, 

wind speed, noise levels 

etc.) 
Children can describe 

how volcanoes and 
earthquakes are 

created. They are able 

to describe how 
volcanoes have an 

impact on people’s 

lives.  They can explain 
how people are trying 

to manage their 
environment. Children 

can confidently locate 

and name some of the 
world’s most famous 

volcanoes.     Children 
are able to name and 

locate many of the 

world’s most famous 
mountain regions on 

maps.                   
 

Year 5 Earth – Latitude, 
longitude, 

Identify the position 
and significance of 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 



equator, time 
zones, 

hemispheres, 
Tropics of 

Cancer/Capricorn. 

 
Physical Aspects 

of Geography 

latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime Greenwich 
Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night). 

Describe and 

understand key 
aspects of  physical 

geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 

water cycle. 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Children can explain 
how a location fits into 

its wider geographical 
location; with reference 

to physical features 

Children are able to 
explain why many cities 

of the world are 
situated by rivers. 

They explain why water 

is such a valuable 
commodity. 

Children can explain 
how the time zones 

work. They are able to 

identify and name the 
Equator, Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn 

as well as the 
hemispheres. 

Children can name the 
main lines of latitude 

and meridian of 

longitude. 

Year 6 Locational 
knowledge – 

South America. 

Southern 
hemisphere, 

Pacific Ocean, 
Galapagos 

Islands, equator, 

biomes, 
vegetation belts. 

Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe 

(including the location 
of Russia) and North 

and South America, 
concentrating on their 

environmental 

regions, key physical 
and human 

characteristics, 
countries, and major 

cities. 

Name and locate 
counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 
and their identifying 

human and physical 
characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Identify the position 

and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 
and night). 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 
 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children can give an 

extended description of 
the human features of 

different places around 
the world. They are able 

to map land use with 

their own criteria. 
Children can describe 

how some places are 
similar and others are 

different in relation to 

their physical features. 
Children can name the 

largest desert in the 

world. They are able to 
locate and name the 

main countries in South 
America on a world map 

and atlas Children can 

define geographical 
questions to guide their 

research 
and use a range of self-

selected resources to 

answer questions. 
Children can plan a 

journey to another part 

of the world which 
takes account of time 

zones. Children can 
begin to recognise the 

climate of a given 

country according to its 
location on the map. 

.                                    

 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1 Summer 

1 

Use world maps, 

atlases and 

globes – begin to 
name world’s 

seven continents 
and 5 oceans. 

Name and locate the 

world’s seven 

continents and five 
oceans. 

 Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Children will be able to 

confidently talk about 

the objectives taught.  
Linked to end of year 

expectations: 
Children are confident 

answering some 



Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 

the countries, 
continents and oceans 

studies at this key 

stage. 
Use aerial 

photographs and plan 
perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 
physical features; 

devise a simple map; 
and use and construct 

basic symbols in a 

key. 

questions using different 
resources such as books, 

the Internet and Atlases. 
 

Year 2 Human and 
physical 

geography of 

local area.  
Physical 

features: forest, 
hill, vegetation, 

soil, river.  

Human features: 
city, town, 

village, factory, 

farm, house, 
office, port, 

harbour, shop. 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 

key physical features, 

including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season 

and weather. 

Use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to 

key human features, 
including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 

harbour and shop. 

Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 

skills to study the 
geography of their 

school and its grounds 

and the key human 
and physical features 

of its surrounding 

environment. 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 
 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children can explain how 

the jobs people do may 
be different in different 

parts of the world.  
 Children are able to give 

their opinion about 

whether they think that 
people ever spoil the 

area and if so, how. 

 They can explain 
whether they think that 

people try to make the 
area better and give 

explanations as to how? 

 

Year 3 Rivers. 
Link with history 

– early 
civilisation that 

grew on rivers.  

Describe and 
understand key 

aspects of human 
geography, including: 

types of settlement 

and land use, 
economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution of 
natural resources 

including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children can name some 
of the world’s major 

rivers on maps. They 

can describe some key 

aspects of human 
geography. 

Year 4 Locational 

knowledge – 
South America 

Climate zone and 

vegetation belts 
(rainforest) 

Rivers (Amazon) 

Identify the position 

and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 

zones (including day 
and night) 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to Topic 

where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children find different 

views about an 

environmental issue and 
are able to explain their 

view point. 
 

Year 5 Human 
geography/region 

of the UK- 
Land use, 

economic 

activity, 
distribution of 

natural 
resources, 

Understand 
geographical 

similarities and 
differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 
geography of a region 

of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to Topic 
where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children to map land use 
and find possible 

answers to their own 

geographical questions. 
Children to explain why 

people are attracted to 
live by rivers. Children 



energy (link to 
recycling), land 

use changes over 
time. 

European country, and 
a region within North 

or South America. 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 

record and present the 
human and physical 

features in the local 
area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and 

digital technologies. 

are confident discussing 
how a location fits into 

its wider geographical 
location; with reference 

to human and 

economical features. 
Children explain what a 

place might be like in 
the future, taking 

account of issues 

impacting on human 
features. 

 
 

Year 6     

 

Cohort Half 

term 

Theme / Topic Intent Implementation Impact 

Year 1  

 
Summer 

2 

    

Year 2 Recap the capital 

cites of the four 
countries. 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 
identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries as well as 
the countries, 

continents and 
oceans studied at this 

key stage. 

Knowledge Organisers 

Weekly lessons 
Home learning links to 

Topic where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
 

Children can identify 

the United Kingdom 
and its countries as 

well as other countries, 
continents and oceans. 

Children can name and 

locate the capital cities 
of the four UK 

countries. 

Year 3 Map skills – world 

countries, world map. 
Human features. 

Identify the position 

and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 
zones (including day 

and night). 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 

digital/computer 
mapping to locate 

countries and 

describe features 
studies. 

 Linked to end of Year 

Expectations. 
Children use maps and 

atlases appropriately 
by using contents and 

indexes. 

Children can identify 
and name a number of 

countries in the 
Northern and Southern 

Hemisphere as well as 

the Arctic and Antarctic 
circles. 

Children can locate the 

Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn. 

Children are able to 
name and locate some 

well-known European 

countries. 

 

  
 

 

Year 4 Uk Geographical 
regions – 

physical/topographical 
characteristics – 

mountains and hills. 

Name and locate 
counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 

and their identifying 

human and physical 
characteristics, key 

topographical 

features, 
 (including hills, 

mountains coasts and 
rivers, and land-use 

patterns; and 

understand how some 
of these aspects have 

changed over time. 
Use the eight points 

of a compass, four 

and six-figure grid 
references, symbols 

and key (including 

Knowledge Organisers 
Weekly lessons 

Home learning links to 
Topic where appropriate. 

 

Linked to end of Year 
Expectations. 

Children are able to 
plan a journey to a 

place in England. 
Children can explain 
why people are 

attracted to live in 

cities. They can 
suggest different ways 

that a locality could be 
changed and improved. 
Children can explain 

how a locality has 
changed over time with 

reference to physical 
features. 
Children know the 

difference between the 
British Isles, Great 

Britain and UK. They 



the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 

and the wider world. 

 

 

 

can locate and name 
some of the main 

islands that surround 
the UK. Children can 

name some of the 

main towns and cities 
in Yorkshire and 

Lancashire. They give 

accurate 
measurements 

between 2 given places 

within the UK. Children 

are able to name the 

areas of origin of the 

main ethnic groups in 
the UK & in their 

school.  

Year 5     

Year 6     

 

Implementation 

At Upton Heath Geography is taught in blocks, as identified in the long-term curriculum plan. Aspects 

of geography are taught with a direct link to the central text that is being studied by the cohort, to enable 

pupils to achieve depth in their learning. Geography is taught throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, 

to ensure that all pupils receive a quality and focused geography curriculum. Teachers identify the key 

knowledge and skills of each topic / theme and consideration has been given to ensure progression 

across topics, throughout each year group across the school.  The geography curriculum at Upton Heath 

enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum 

areas. Where possible, we link our Rights Respecting Schools focus with our themes, as well as our 

Christian focus for the term, such as Friendship, Compassion, etc.  By the end of Key Stage 2, children 

will have extended their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a 

range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will have developed their use of 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows Development Matters, which aims to provide children 

in Reception with opportunities to have an “Understanding of the World: People, Culture and 

Communities and the Natural World.” By the end of the EYFS Phase, children who have achieved the 

Early Learning Goal will be able to describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 

observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. They will explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 

non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.  To have achieved the Early Learning Goal in the Natural 

World, children will know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. They will 

understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the 

seasons. 

 

Impact 

Outcomes in Topic and English books, Twitter, Facebook, Seesaw and Tapestry posts, evidence a broad 

and balanced geography curriculum and demonstrates pupils acquisition of identified key knowledge 

relating to each of the identified national curriculum strands, as appropriate to key stage; locational 

knowledge, place knowledge and human and physical geography. This is in addition to the 

development and application of key skills, supported by fieldwork. Children are involved in reviewing 

their learning after each session and are actively encouraged to identify their own learning targets, with 

support from their teachers. Much emphasis is made on analytical thinking and questioning, which helps 

pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the world and its people. Pupils are confident to 

share their knowledge in a variety of ways about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 

human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 



processes. Geographical knowledge, understanding and progression of skills throughout the school 

provide the framework and approaches that explain to pupils how their growing knowledge about the 

world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human 

processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. 

 

 

British Values and our Christian Distinctiveness 

As a school, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake a variety 

of events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approach to be enriching for all parties, as 

it teaches tolerance, compassion and respect for the differences in our community and the wider world. 

Our teaching of the British Values of tolerance, individual liberty, mutual respect, the rule of law and 

democracy are underpinned by our Geography curriculum themes. 

All ancient civilisations have contributed to modern society: E.g. the Ancient Greeks gave us democracy; 

Egyptian civilisation contributed to modern religious theories and beliefs, as well as equipment, 

technology and art, all essential in developing the Britain we see today. The school learns about the 

similarities and differences between British culture and that of European countries, as well as further 

abroad (South and North America).  

In Key Stage 1 Geography is taught by identifying characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. Children are taught geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 

and a small area in a contrasting non- European country. 

 

In Lower Key Stage 2 Key Stage 2 British Geography is taught chronologically through Years 3 to Year 

6. The progression of knowledge and skills from Key stage 1 continues, with a focus on exploring the 

countries and cities within the United Kingdom. Children are also given the opportunity to explore how 

the lives of people living in the Mediterranean would be different from their own, whilst looking at 

communities in other countries around the world. 

In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils explore a variety of topics and gain an understanding of key aspects of 

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. Pupils are given the 

opportunity to suggest different ways that a locality could be changed and improved with reference to 

both physical and human features. 

UHPS is Rights Respecting School and the teaching of geography allows pupils to deepen their 

understanding of why the UN was formed, the need for global unity and gives pupils the opportunity to 

have compassion for people’s experiences and how their own experiences may differ due to UNCRC.  

As well as the Geography curriculum linking to articles in the UNCRC, whole school themes also run 

throughout the year on the SMSC calendar, including specialised focuses such as Adrift, and the Zoo 

project. These are celebrated through whole school worship, workshop in school and lessons in the 

classroom. 

The distinct aims (“serving one another in love”) and Christian values of UHPS (Resilience, Respect, 

Compassion and Together) underpin every aspect of school life. We embrace the Church of England’s 

vision for education, and that is, “deeply Christian, serving the common good”, encompassing our values 

of Respect, Resilience, Compassion and Together. 

Early Years: 

IN EYFS, we explore geographical themes through the Understanding of the World strand of the Early 

Years curriculum. This involves guiding children to make sense of the natural world and their 



community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about their immediate environment, 

other countries, the natural world around them and the changing seasons. 

Cohort Half 
term 

Theme / 
Topic 

Intent Implementation Impact 

 

 

 
 

Reception 

Autumn 

1 

How do 

we feel? 

Talk about home life, school 

and family. 

Stories 

Self-chosen Focuses  by the 

children 

Understanding The 

World 

People, Culture and 
Communities  

 
Early Learning Goal: 

*Describe their immediate 
environment using 

knowledge from 

observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 

and maps. 
* Explain some similarities 

and differences between life 

in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on 

knowledge from stories, 

non-fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps. 

 
Understanding the World 

The Natural World 

 
 

Early Learning Goal: 
 

*Know some similarities 

and differences between 

the natural world around 

them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on 

their experiences and 

what has been read in 

class. 

* Understand some 

important processes and 
changes in the natural world 

around them, including the 

seasons. 

Autumn 
2 

Winter is 
coming 

Cold Environments, 
continents, seasonal 

changes 

World Map 
Cold Places 

Globes 

Atlases 

Spring 1 Living in 
the Past 

Changes in the World 
around us 

Seasonal Changes 
Stories “ The Leaf Thief” 

Spring 2 What a 

Wonderful 

World! 
 

Animals/ Cultures around 

the World 

Under the Sea 

Stories based around 

animals/people around our 

world 

Summer 

1 

Stepping 

into the 

Unknown 

Habitats 

Lands 

Imaginary World 
Cultural Differences 

Similarities and differences 
between places 

Understanding the world 

involves guiding children to 

make sense of their 
physical world and their 

community. The frequency 
and range of children’s 

personal experiences 

increases their knowledge 
and sense of the world 

around them – from visiting 
parks, libraries and 

museums to meeting 

important members of 
society such as police 

officers, nurses and 

firefighters. In addition, 
listening to a broad 

selection of stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 

will foster their 

understanding of our 
culturally, socially, 

technologically and 
ecologically diverse world. 

As well as building 

important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity 

with words that support 

understanding across 
domains. Enriching and 

widening children’s 
vocabulary will support later 

reading comprehension 

Summer 

2 

The 

places we 
will go 

Where next on our journey? 

Climates in different 
countries 

Travelling through real life 

experiences 

 

 

Key Stage 1: 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should 

understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use 

geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. Pupils should 

be taught to:  

Locational knowledge  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Place knowledge  



 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 

geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-

European country. 

Human and physical geography  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 

cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

   key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour 

and shop  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 

the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 

language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3. 

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

Key Stage 2: 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a 

range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. Pupils 

should be taught to:  

Locational knowledge  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 

have changed over time.  

  Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

Place knowledge  

  Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 

North or South America. 

Human and Physical geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of: 

  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geography – key stages 1 and 2. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  



 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Key 

geographical knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development of children’s geographical 

knowledge and enquiry skills. Assessment is supported by the use of the following strategies: 

 Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, small groups and in class during whole class 

teaching. 

 Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick their 

understanding. 

 The use of Knowledge Organisers in every lesson to enable the children to guide their own learning 

and use them to quiz the children and to use geographical vocabulary appropriately. 

 Providing effective feedback to learning, to support learning moving forward and to provide 

opportunities to self-assess, consolidate and study in-depth. 

 Moderation of work and books will be used to inform teacher assessment and reflect on 

achievements and outcomes against agreed success criteria and learning objectives. 

We are committed to providing a teaching and learning environment which ensures that all children are 

able to progress with their learning, regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, or SEND. Teachers 

will use a range of strategies to ensure that all learners are included within a classroom ethos that is 

Relevant, Engaging, Aspirational, Creative and Holistic. (REACH) 

Geography Vocabulary Key Stage 1 

Geographical Language 

Map 

Atlas 

Globe 
World 

Name 

Locate 

Continent 
Oceans 

Countries  

Nation 

Capital Cities 

United 
Kingdom 

Weather 

Season 

Pattern 
Location 

Hot and Cold 

Equator 

North Pole 
South Pole 

Compass 

North 

East 
South 

Beach 

Cliff 

Coast 
 Forest  

Hill 

Mountain  

Land 
Sea,   

River  

Soil  

Valley 

Vegetation 
City  

Town 

Village 

Factory 
Farm  

House  

Office Port 

Harbour 
Shop  

 



West 
Near and Far 

Left and Right 

Features 

Routes 
Key 

 

        

Geographical Vocabulary Lower Key Stage 2 

Geographical Language 
United 

Kingdom 

Europe 
North America 

South America 

Location 
Globally 

Countries  

Map 
Environmental  

Regions 

Landscape 

Physical 
Features 

Human 

Features 
Counties 

Cities 

Feature 
Population 

Characteristics 

Hills 
Mountains 

Rivers  

Seas 

Similarities  
Differences 

Climate Zones 

Biomes 
Volcanoes 

Tornadoes 

Tsunami 
Earthquakes 

Water cycle 

Mantle 
Outer core 

Inner core  

Magma  

Active 
Dormant 

Extinct 

Earthquake 
Epicentre 

Shockwave 

Magnitude 
Fieldwork 

Plan 

Deforestation 
Evaporation 

Condensation 

Precipitation 
Cooling 

Filter 

Pollution 

Site 
Need 

Shelter 

 Latitude 

Longitude 

Equator 
Northern 

Hemisphere 

Southern 
Hemisphere 

Tropics of 

Cancer and 
Capricorn 

Arctic Circle 

Antarctic Circle 

Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian 

Time Zones 

Town 
Country 

Coast 

Climate 
Tropics 

Tropical 

Land use 
Settlement 

Retail 

Leisure 

Housing 
Business 

Industrial  

Agricultural 
Population 

Aerial 

Photograph 
GIS 

Digital/ 

Computer 
Mapping 

Symbols 

Keys 

Ordnance 
Survey Maps 

Sketch Map 

Annotation 
Landmark 

Distance 

Urban 
Rural 

Coordinates 



Food  

 

Geographical Vocabulary Upper Key Stage 2 

Geographical Language 
Atlas 
Index 

Coordinates 

Latitude 
Longitude 

Contour 

Altitude  
Peaks  

Slopes 

Continent 

Country 
City  

North America 

South America 
Border 

Key 

Similarities 
Differences 
Arctic Circle 

Physical 

features 
Climate 

Human 

geography 
Land use  

Settlement 

Economy  
Natural 

resources 

Symbol  
Ordnance 

Survey Silva 

compass 

Legend 
Borders 

Fieldwork 

Measure  
Observe 

Record 

Environmental 
disaster,  

Resources 

Services 
Goods 

Electricity 

Supply 
Generation 

Renewable 

Non-renewable 

Solar power 
Wind power 

Biomass 

Origin 
Import 

Export 

Trade 
Efficiency 

Conservation 

Carbon footprint 
Plateau 

Fold mountain 

Fault-block 
mountain 

Dome mountain 

Volcanic 

mountain 
Plateau mountain 
Tourism 

Positive 
Negative 

Economic 

Social 
Environmental 
Sketch 

Graph 

Map 

Knowledge Organisers 

These are available for specific topics taught within Key Stage One and Key Stage 2. 



             

 

 

                

  



 

 

 

                           

 

 



         

 

 

 



           

 

 

 

          


