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Intent 

 

At Upton Heath, we believe that Geography should inspire children to ask questions and search 

for answers about the natural and human aspects of the world. Pupils are actively encouraged 

to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. 

Topics / themes are informed by the Pathways to Write long term curriculum plan, which is 

directly linked to the National Curriculum. All themes are sensitive to children’s interests and 

linked to the context of our local area and wider. The curriculum at UHPS is carefully planned 

and structured to encapsulate our curriculum intent of REACH (Relevant, Engaging, 

Aspirational, Creative and Holistic). We ensure that current learning is linked to previous 

learning as part of a sequential curriculum, enabling children to achieve the end of year 

expectations.  

At Upton Heath, we seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world 

and its people, which will remain with them for the rest of their lives, as they progress in 

society. In line with the national curriculum 2014, the Geography curriculum at UHPS aims to 

ensure that all pupils:  

 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both 

terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and 

how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes. 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features 

of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation 

and change over time 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate 

with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their 

understanding of geographical processes  

 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 

globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) - communicate 

geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing at length. 

“Serve one another in love” 



 

 

 

Implementation 

 

At Upton Heath Geography is taught in blocks, as identified in the long-term curriculum plan. 

Aspects of Geography are taught with a direct link to the central text that is being studied by 

the cohort, to enable pupils to achieve depth in their learning. Geography is taught throughout 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, to ensure that all pupils receive a quality and focused Geography 

curriculum. Teachers identify the key knowledge and skills of each topic / theme and 

consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group 

across the school.  The geography curriculum at Upton Heath enables children to develop 

knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas. Where possible, we link 

our Rights Respecting Schools focus with our themes, as well as our Christian focus for the 

term, such as Friendship, Compassion, etc.  By the end of Key Stage 2, children will have 

extended their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics 

of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will have 

developed their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 

locational and place knowledge.  

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows Development Matters, which aims to provide 

children in Reception with opportunities to have an “Understanding of the World: People, 

Culture and Communities and the Natural World.” By the end of the EYFS Phase, children who 

have achieved the Early Learning Goal, will be able to describe their immediate environment 

using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. They will 

explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 

drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.  To have 

achieved the Early Learning Goal in the Natural World, children will know some similarities 

and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. They will understand some 

important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 

 

 

 

Impact  

 

Outcomes in Topic and English books, Twitter, Facebook, Seesaw and Tapestry posts, evidence 

a broad and balanced geography curriculum and demonstrates pupils acquisition of identified 

key knowledge relating to each of the identified national curriculum strands, as appropriate 

to key stage; locational knowledge, place knowledge and human and physical geography. 

This is in addition to the development and application of key skills, supported by fieldwork. 

Children are involved in reviewing their learning after each session and are actively encouraged 

to identify their own learning targets, with support from their teachers. Much emphasis is made 

on analytical thinking and questioning, which helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of the world and its people. Pupils are confident to share their knowledge in a 



variety of ways about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, 

together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

Geographical knowledge, understanding and progression of skills throughout the school provide 

the framework and approaches that explain to pupils how their growing knowledge about the 

world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and 

human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. 

 

 

 


