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   10th January 2020. Spring newsletter 

Message from Mr North 

Just a brief note to say Happy New Year and welcome back to the new term. I also want to take the time to                        

thank those of you who have made me feel so warmly welcome, by phone, by having a brief chat on the yard,                      

or by smiling! It has been a great start to my new role, thank you.  

It has been a busy start to the new year and term, and there is an atmosphere of anticipation across the                     

school, as learning and activities have begun. During my first week, it has been great to see the children at                    

work and listen to their aspirations for themselves and the school. I have already met several of our children                   

who are keen to learn and want to do well. I have had meetings with the building team and can inform you                      

that demolition of the old school building will start next week. The building will be demolished in 3 stages,                   

starting with the Key Stage 2 block and large hall, finishing at the point where the old building joins the Early                     

Years building. This is a very exciting and emotional stage of the build process, as the building has many                   

memories wrapped up in side of it, but is also a vitally important stage to enable us to review access points to                      

the new building and so on. The build process is still on track to be completed by June of this year, which will                       

soon be upon us. Our facilities team will ensure that regular and timely information is sent out to keep you                    

informed of developments. I will also be involved in the monthly meetings with the construction company /                 

DfE and demolition team, to keep up-to-date with developments. I also ensure that weekly snagging / defects                 

are addressed with Mr Oakes, who oversees the project from a Trust and school perspective. 

So the excitement of starting a new school has finally begun, there has been much anticipation and patience                  

in waiting to take on my new role and now that it is here, I am fully committed to our children, families and                       

team. I am looking forward to working with you over the coming months and years to make a really positive                    

difference, and ensure the best education for our children that I can. To enable this to happen, we must work                    

together with our common goal and vision of “Enriching Lives”. 

C North, Headteacher  

The next two weeks in school 

Monday 13 January Tuesday 14 January Wednesday 15 

January 

Thursday 16 

January 

Friday 17 January 

Week 1 Pre loved jumper 

sale 

 

 Pre loved jumper 

sale 

 

Monday 20 January Tuesday 21 January Wednesday 22 

January 

Thursday 23 

January 

Friday 24 January 
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Week 2 

 

 

  PTA movie night 

(TBC) 

 

Dates for your diary 

 
Our new website has a full list of diary dates, you can even export the dates to your online calendars as a 

group or single events.  
 

Tuesday 14 January & Thursday 16 January, 3.30pm-4pm: Pre loved jumper sale (PTA). 

Thursday 23 January: PTA movie night (TBC). 

Monday 27-Wednesday 29 January: Year 4 residential to the Conway centre.  

Friday 14 February: School closes for half term. 

Monday 24 February: School re-opens.  

Thursday 5 March: World Book Day (more information to follow). 

Tuesday 24th-Wednesday 25th March: Tattenhall residential. 

Friday 3 April: School closes for Easter.  

Monday 20 April: School re-opens (Bug Week- more information to follow).  

Tuesday 21st April: AmaSing evening performance (more information to follow).  

Friday 8 May: May day (school closed). 

Monday 11th May: SATS week. 

Friday 22 May: School closes. 

Monday 1 June: School opens. 

Wednesday 3 June: Sports day. 

Thursday 4 June: Reserve sports day. 

Friday 17 July: School closes for summer.  

Welcome to Mr North and Mrs Carciero 

It’s an exciting time for The Samara Trust and its schools as            

we welcome new headteachers this January. As well as Mr          

North joining Upton Heath as headteacher, Mrs Zoe Caricero         

takes on the leadership role at Little Sutton and Clutton.          

Both of our new leaders are experienced headteachers with         

the passion and drive to move our schools forward. You can           

read more about Mr North and Mrs Carciero in articles for           

Cheshire Live, the Chester Standard and the Whitchurch        

Herald. 

Census day- Thursday 16th January-     

special menu 

Next Thursday is school census day, when every school in England has to submit data to the government. One                   

of the areas the government would like statistics on is the number of infant pupils taking a universal free                   

school meal. The government needs to know how much funding to allocate to each school to cover the cost of                    

these meals for the year. If they under-estimate the take up on universal free school meals and therefore                  
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reduce the amount of funding we receive, the actual cost of these meals has to come from our budget,                   

reducing the money we have to spend in other areas. The more children that take a universal free school meal                    

on the day, the more funding we receive and the less we have to fund ourselves. Whether or not your child                     

usually takes a school meal on a Thursday, if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, we’d very much                      

appreciate if they could take a meal next Thursday 16th January- thank you! The menu for the day is Italian                    

Extravaganza, chicken risotto, tomato pasta or jacket potato, peas, carrots, iced chocolate sponge or ice               

cream and fruit.  

Walking bus 
A fantastic new walking bus initiative is taking place in our school community, in a bid to reduce traffic around                    

school, help the environment through less cars on the road, and start the school day with a blast of fresh air!                     

There are various places you can ‘hop on’ to the walking bus, and here is the full list. Well done to all of the                        

people who kicked off the walking bus this week. We’d love to see your walking bus journeys to school on our                     

official Upton Heath Facebook page and Upton Heath Twitter page.  

Pre loved jumper sale 

Don’t forget, it’s the PTA pre loved jumper event next week on the 14th              

and 16th January, where you can buy Upton Heath logo jumpers. You            

can still drop off jumpers (including Christmas jumpers) up to the 14th.            

The PTA are planning to run this event every term, to promote            

sustainability and of course to raise vital funds for our school.  

Bikes and scooters and nut allergies 
Can we please remind you that bikes and scooters are not to be ridden              

on the school grounds. Please encourage your child to walk with these            

until they are off the school premises. We also need to remind parents             

not to put nuts (or nut products) into their child’s packed lunch, as we              

have children in school with severe nut allergies. Thank you for your            

support in this.  

3 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZX5ZzqxfruMreKIVtD92bomWQ33gV01J
https://www.facebook.com/UHPrimarySchool/
https://twitter.com/UptonHeathCE


Upton Youth Club 

 

Plans are moving ahead for a new youth club for Upton to be based at Upton United Reformed Church, initially                    

for children in year 6 and year 7 (high school). There is a competition to name the new club and design its                      

logo, open to children in year 6 and year 7 (more to follow on how to apply). The group is also looking to hear                        

from those who might like to volunteer their time to the club as treasurer. To               

find out more, email Jill.Houlbrook@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Our Shakespeare superstars 

Our Shakespeare superstars were in the Chester Chronicle over Christmas, and           

we have plans to do more work with the Shakespeare Schools Foundation in             

the coming weeks.  

Would you like to help in school? 

Do you have an hour or two to spare each week? We are looking for               

parent volunteers to support in school. Initially with reading, but this           

may extend to other subjects over time. Listening to children read in            

school can be a hugely valuable experience for both you and the            

children you read with, helping to instil a lifelong love of reading. Mrs             

O’Leary-Davies is running an open session on Tuesday 14th January at           

2.45pm in school. Please come along and find out more.  

 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend everyone! 
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