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Dates for the next two weeks in school  

  

 

 We would like to thank the PTA so much for providing all our children 

with Christmas bells to ring on Christmas Eve. 

Mon 11th Jan 2021 Tues 12th Jan Wed 13th Jan Thurs 14th Jan Friday 15th Jan 

Week 2 Menu 

 

  
 

Mon 18th Jan  Tues 19th Jan Wed 20th Jan Thurs 21st Jan Friday 22nd Jan 

Week 3 Menu 

    

 

https://www.facebook.com/UHPrimarySchool/
https://twitter.com/UptonHeathCE/
https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Upton Heath Virtual Astronomy Club 

What a pity that the pandemic has deprived the Astronomy Club of such wonderful opportunities to view the 

night skies in 2020.   Follow this 'end-of-year' review from Mr Brankin for the (Virtual) Astronomy Club. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/17l72VCsffloWHB99oluRkPpiksWUf4yc/view?usp=sharing


 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK  

  

 

 

 

 

ACORNS: Darcey Rose for being 

an amazing friend and welcoming 

new children into school. 

Penny Green for engaging well 

with home learning and making us 

smile. 

CONKERS: Henry Colley for being 

a maths superstar and teaching 

the teachers! 

Isaac Edmundson for engaging 

well with home learning and 

making us smile. 

ASH: Freya McGarrity for fantastic 

learning with a big smile all week. 

Norah Beddows for being 

enthusiastic about her learning 

and helping her peers. 

YEW: Stanley Fletcher for his 

home learning about the 

Christmas holidays and his 

beautiful handwriting. 

Phoebe Edwards for being very 

well organised for activities and 

helping other children. 

HOLLY: Hari Whitmore-Gill for 

remembering to use capital letters 

at the start of a sentence. 

Sophie Campbell for using letter 

names when spelling things out in 

class. 

SYCAMORE: Elsa Hardacre for 

creating a fantastic video about 

Florence Nightingale. 

Harry Gibbs for completing his 

work independently and for being 

a good friend to others. 

BEECH: Jacob Egerton-Parry for 

producing a wonderful fact book 

about Florence Nightingale. 

Matthew Collins for outstanding 

home learning. He is unstoppable! 

We are so proud of all of his hard 

work 

HAWTHORN: Billy Mather for 

fully engaging with learning in 

school. 

Brooke McWilliams for showing 

resilience and keeping going 

through this tricky time. 

JUNIPER: Anya Erduman for 

engaging brilliantly with SeeSaw 

tasks. 

Pirisila Aminio for increased 

confidence and contributions to 

lessons. 

LIME: Alex Frodsham for his 

progress and resilience in reading. 

Sam Bassett for his interesting 

and beautifully presented online 

learning. 

HAZEL: Albiie Huckle for excellent 

PE skills and a good attitude in 

school. 

Teddy Worrall for super 

engagement with our SeeSaw 

tasks. 

BIRCH: Chloe Nightingale for a 

really motivated start to the term 

and dedication to her home 

learning. 

Malakii Huckle for focusing in 

English and producing a good 

advert on Purple Mash and being 

so kind to the children in school 

this week. 

ELM: Joshua Biggart for the 

kindness he has shown towards 

his peers in school this week. 

Niamh Kenna for making fantastic 

progress on Times Tables Rock 

Stars. 

CHESTNUT: Freddie Duncan for 

completing all tasks and more. 

Joshua Collins for his resilient 

learning and clear explanations. 

Corban Hall for his positive 

working attitude and being 

supportive to others. 

OAK: Evan Ainsworth for always 

producing every piece of work to a 

high standard. 

Annie Roche for producing a 

highly detailed fact file about her 

chosen Continent. 
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Letter from Mr North 

  

08/01/2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I want to start this letter by thanking you for your support and kind words that have continued this week.                    

What an incredible start to the New Year for all of us! I want to repeat my plea of Thursday morning about the                       

number of children being in school, during this lockdown period. The intention of the lockdown is to restrict                  

attendance at school to those COVID critical workers, who cannot work from home and for vulnerable                

children. I am very pleased that some parents have been able to make some adjustments to their working                  

patterns to reduce the need for children to come into school (thank you so much); but also disheartened that                   

many of these parents are frontline NHS workers, who have first-hand experience of the potential impact of                 

this virus on our community. Whilst I, and the UHPS team, fully appreciated the challenges of working from                  

home and supporting our children with home learning, the latest national guidance states that “parents and                

carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they can”. There are two                 

reasons for me asking those of you who are working from home to reconsider your request for a critical                   

worker place at school: 

1: The lockdown has been imposed on us to reduce the contact with other people and households. The more                   

children that are in school, the more contact and mixing of households there will be. 

2: The quality of remote learning. With increased numbers of children in school and the increased expectation                 

on teachers to provide online learning activities and feedback, the quality of this work will be negatively                 

affected. 

This is a very challenging time and we are in this together and together we can get through this crisis. It may                      

be helpful to consider these points: 

This is not homeschooling. This is an unprecedented emergency situation impacting on the whole world. 

Let's keep perspective. Homeschooling is a choice, where you considered, you plan for it and you are your                  

child's school teacher in whatever form you choose. What we are being asked to provide, is at best, distance                   

learning.  

You are, and always have been, your child's primary educator. If you decide that your child isn't going to                   

engage with anything sent home and is going to spend the entire period playing in the dirt, or baking, or                    

watching TV, then that is your choice. That is your right. There is nothing to stress or feel guilty about. 

It is extremely difficult, if not virtually impossible to facilitate distance learning with a primary aged child and                  

work from home at the same time. The very idea is very difficult to comprehend. You too will have demands                    

laid upon you, so you have to manage that, whilst maintaining some form of sanity in the home. Don’t try to                     

be superheroes, do what is right for you and your family.  

You are doing enough. You are loving your children and supporting them through a difficult time. Look after                  

yourself. Minimising stress is absolutely vital in a time like this for mental health. Don't let this be something                   

that stresses you. Only you can control that by accepting it is in your circle of control, you are the primary                     

educator and this is all your call. 

You may be concerned that someone in your child's class has everything done and you've barely started. Will                  

your child fall behind? Even if everything were equal in terms of support, time and number of children (which                   

it’s not) all children learn at different rates. In the class there's a wide range of levels of ability in all subjects,                      

there's different paces of learning and there are many children working on differentiated levels of work. It's                 
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almost impossible for teachers to differentiate at the moment, so you don’t have to do it either. 

My school keeps sending home links and emails with more work. How do I make it stop? Ahhhhhh! 

These are suggestions and ideas because schools are worried that they're not offering enough. Use them if                 

they suit you, don't if they don't suit. We will do our best to provide recorded activities, possibly some live                    

events, but currently that is not possible. We will provide you with various activities and it has been fantastic                   

to see so many of our children and you engaging with the learning that is being offered, but we do understand                     

the pressures that this can and does put onto you as well. 

Teachers will be deployed differently moving forward, to enable them to focus on remote learning activities,                

whilst also having staff to support the learning of children in school. There will be teachers in school, in class,                    

with support staff, whilst some teachers will be working from home on a rota basis to enable them to plan,                    

prepare and deliver high quality activities and to be able to respond effectively to work produced and                 

questions that may arise. 

Our school values are: Resilience, Respect, Together and Compassion and I feel very strongly that these                

are extremely appropriate now. Our partnership with you is vitally important for everyone, especially our               

children and in these trying and uncertain times it is so important for us to continue to support each other and                     

put our children first. 

Thank you so much for your support and time to read our communications. 

Yours faithfully 

Conrad North   

   

Headteacher 
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