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4th December 2020 newsletter 

Dates for the next two weeks 
 

 

Diary Dates 

 

Wednesday 16th December - School Christmas Lunch/Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 18th December - Christmas Party Day, children may come dressed in Christmas party clothes (no 

food to be brought in this year due to current Government regulations). 

Friday 18th December  - School closes for Christmas 

 

Christmas Lunch 

Here’s the menu for our Christmas lunch on Wednesday 16th 

December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon 7th Dec Tues 8th Dec  Wed 9th Dec Thurs 10th Dec Friday 11th Dec 

Week 2 menu 

Two weeks in 

trainers KS2 all 

week 

 
 

 
 

    

Mon 14th Dec Tues 15th Dec  Wed 16th  Dec Thurs 17th Dec Friday 18th  Dec 

Week 3 menu 

 

  Christmas 
Lunch/Christmas 
Jumper Day 

  Party Day 
Close for Christmas 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UHPrimarySchool/
https://twitter.com/UptonHeathCE/
https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xy6LW7UCKC544kSEbgo6g9nXYpLhQ7C8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing


Cheshire Autism Practical Support 

Please follow this link to the ChAPS December Newsletter, full of 

information and support. 

 

Christmas can be an exciting time for our children but it also can be a 

tricky one for our children who thrive on routines and structure. Here is an 

information sheet from the Cheshire Autism Team with many 'top tips' to 

support at this time of the year.  

  

 

 

The Autism Service are offering an online event to provide information to our Year 5 and Year 6                  
parents on 27th January at 10am-2pm. Please find further details in the flyer attached. 

 

Two Weeks in Trainers 

We still have one week left when we are encouraging the children in Key Stage 2 to wear simple trainers to                     

school every day. This will enable them to take part in the schools 'TWO WEEKS IN TRAINERS' initiative. On a                    

daily basis, the children will take part in some exciting PE challenges which will mean they will need to wear                    

their trainers to school. If you have any concerns regarding your child wearing their trainers all day - please                   

let their class teacher know. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
 

 

ASH:  Jett Radcliffe & Freya McGarrity 

YEW: Oscar Smithson & Jacob Evans 

HOLLY:  Conor Kenna & Amelia Shah 

SYCAMORE:  Emily Morris & Thomas Booth 

BEECH:  Luke Stephen & Zacari Tootle 

HAWTHORN:  Itay Magal & Jonah Eckley 

JUNIPER:  Oliver Davies & Mia Wilson 

LIME:  Poppy Fitzsimmons & Chiasa Walker-Etugo 

HAZEL:  Isobel Taylor & Diego Goncalves 

ELM:  Joshua Biggart & Jack Hornsby 

BIRCH:   Alicia Tootle & Lucas Fletcher  

CHESTNUT:  Joshua Collins & Dylan Bellis 

OAK:   Holly Read & Nathan George  

 

Mrs Morris’ Award for Acts of Kindness: Poppy Fitzsimmons & Scarlett Hall 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZvKA6iBvH5tG_HMZvbIcC3nzh8XLagD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ETh3eY3ryc6i4JBEomBlrM4aVnYHC7o4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ggeoFzDvygmZp2ACzQ8nBMvToI369OuU/view?usp=sharing


 

Year 2 - Keeping Fit & Healthy 

In Year 2 we have been learning about keeping fit and healthy. We carried out an exciting Science                  

investigation to find out which type of exercise increased our heart rates the most. We all ran, jumped and                   

walked for 30 seconds and then counted how many heart beats we had in a minute to work out our heart                     

rates. We were right with our predictions that Running would increase our heart rates the most.  

     

 

Crossroads Community Hub  

Following the kind gesture from the Crossroads Community Hub of advent calendars for our KS1 children, we                 

would like to support this charity further by collecting donations for the Foodbank. We will have donation bins                  

at the beginning and end of each day by the doors into the new building for any non perishable                   

items/Christmas items. 

They are working together to support people in Chester who are in financial crisis during Covid-19. Working                 

with West Cheshire Foodbank, they have food available and can deliver it to your home. Contact 07598                 

536904 or email hello@hbc.org.uk if you need their help or support.  

 

Chester Round Table - Santa Float 

The Chester Round Table traditionally visit as many areas as possible in Chester and the surrounding area.                 

They have worked hard with CWaC to plan and agree on a revised approach this year to bring some festive                    

joy to children and families who have already sacrificed so much in 2020. There will be trackers available on                   

the night 

The float schedule for our area is as follows: 

Tuesday 8th December - Upton & Upton Heath - 6pm to 9pm 

Thursday 10th December - Hoole & Newton - 6pm to 9pm 

Tuesday 15th December - Handbridge & Curzon Park - 6pm to 9pm 

Friday 18th December - Christleton & Waverton - 6pm to 9pm 

Saturday 19th December - Vicars Cross - 5pm to 9pm 

Sunday 20th December - Blacon - 5pm - 9pm 

 

 

This is all done to bring joy to the community and to also raise money for causes local to our city - including 

PTA’s, pre-schools and projects such as KidsBank.  They will not be collecting door to door this year so are 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vkEvgLF6FzWu9QAEtQKfhUVgjqCtkLbZ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:hello@hbc.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HJGp5_d69mDBKjureMCr0gLJ9ca-80BB/view?usp=sharing


asking for any donations to be made online at https://spacewavedonate.com.  

 

 Changes to 2021 national curriculum assessments  

You may have seen in the press this week that the Secretary of State for Education has announced changes to                    

assessments for our Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 children. There is recognition of the difficulties that                    

primary schools are facing in light of the ongoing disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19). Therefore,               

they have altered their approach to the 2021 national curriculum assessments, and will focus on the most                 

important summer assessments for schools, pupils and parents.  

In summary, for 2021, they have removed:  

● all key stage 1 (KS1) tests  

● the key stage 2 (KS2) English grammar, punctuation and spelling test  

● the requirement to make and report teacher assessment judgements for science at KS1 and KS2  

To further support schools, they:  

● have delayed the statutory introduction of the multiplication tables check which affects Year 4 children 

● have extended the timetable variation periods for phonics and KS2, to allow schools greater flexibility if 

pupils cannot take the tests on the scheduled dates because of coronavirus disruption  

● have removed the requirement for schools to submit applications for pupils who need additional time in 

KS2 tests or notifications that they used an aid (such as a scribe or word processor)  

This means that the following statutory assessments will continue in 2021:  

● the phonics screening check for year 1 pupils (and year 2 pupils who have not met the expected 

standard previously)  

● KS2 English reading and mathematics tests  

● KS1 and KS2 teacher assessment (excluding science)  

  

  

Speed Limit 

Please can we remind all visitors to school to adhere to the 5mph when on school premises. 
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https://spacewavedonate.com/


The Water Tower 

 

In the water tower of darkness 

Rusty, old pipes moaned in the echo of the shadows, 

Endless, murky waters stretched their toes  

and tiptoed along the smooth, egg shaped edges, 

Green, slimy moss reached slowly towards the heavy hatch,  

as it yawned in the hot, clear air, 

The unstable, crooked ladder peaked above 

 the round steel hatch like a mole, 

Bubba had never known such fear, 

In the water tower of darkness. 

By Elm Class  

Elm Class poem based on our class text - 

The Water Tower by Steven Woolman 
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Anima Phonics dress up day  

On Thursday we had lots of different Anima Phonics characters come to join us in school! It was amazing to                    

see all the brilliant costumes and the children loved sharing their chosen sounds. We had a special parade for                   

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2. Everyone looked amazing, including the staff! Well done everybody. 
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Astronomy Club 

As an update to the (virtual) Astronomy Club December-January observing list, please find attached a photo                

of the constellations of ORION and TAURUS along with PLEIADES star cluster.  

As you know the weather recently has been pretty awful but I will still sign-off with .. 

 ..Clear Skies! 

 

Local Choir ‘Sing It Out’ Through Lockdown! Charity Single - NSPCC Childline 

 

A local pop choir PopVox Choir, have been doing all they can during these              

challenging times to keep everyone’s spirits lifted, through the joy of singing            

remotely!We know how much children love to sing along to songs, and how             

catchy some can be like 'baby shark' etc. We have created a singalong video              

for the song, Sing It out, It's such a positive song and music is so good for                 

the soul at any age!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd_YgP7L0go  

Please click on the link for further information on their press release. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15rF98vd8gBOf7dcmtzj_KEc96IgBv8VF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd_YgP7L0go
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PIiN5WuRbiJE4gzsWs6Mn5L1kgNom5Pl/view?usp=sharing


Letter from Mrs O’Leary-Davies 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Christmas has arrived at Upton Heath. Our special nativity scene that was beautifully knitted by Mr North's                 

Mum is up in the library alongside one of our Christmas trees, which all look very festive.  

Our Reception children have had a busy week, not only have they been decorating a very special Christmas                  

tree that was found in the mini-woods, they have also been filming their Nativity. We can't wait to see it. Just                     

a reminder to our Reception parents that orders for a copy of the Nativity need to be in by 7th December                     

2020.  

Our 'Two Weeks in Trainers' has got off to a cracking start. The children and staff are enjoying this daily                    

exercise. Many thanks to Ms Hodge for organising this initiative since we all know the importance of regular                  

exercise not just for everyone physically but also to support our mental health and well-being.  

COVID 19 update  

Christmas Cards  

To enable the children to give cards to their friends and teachers, and in line with Government guidelines, we                   

will collect children’s cards, isolate them and then send them out. There will be two more ‘collections’ before                  

we break up. Please send any cards that your children want to give as follows-  

Collection- Friday 11th December morning - to be given out on Monday 14th December in the afternoon  

or  

Collection- Tuesday 15th December morning - to be given out on Friday 18th December in the afternoon  

We will not be able to accept any cards after Tuesday 15th
 December to be given out.  

Test and Trace over Christmas  

Contact tracing will only need to be complete for anyone who develops symptoms or is swabbed within 48hrs                  

of school closing  

Since we close at 3:30pm on Friday 18th December, you will only need to notify the school if your child                    

develops symptoms or is swabbed asymptomatically up to 3:30pm on Sunday 20th December  

Cheshire West and Chester Council Test and Trace Team will continue to operate throughout              

Christmas. Operating hours are Mon-Fri 8am-7pm and Sat-Sun plus Bank Holidays 9am-5pm – use              

the email address healthprotectionsecure@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk. 

It is very heartening to see that the reminder that Mr North provided on 6th November is being adhered to.                    

Please can I emphasise that your children must stay with you at all times as they move around the school and                     

that to ensure the appropriate flow; it has come to my attention that some of our Year 6 children are arriving                     

in school 15-20 minutes before 8:30am. Please support your child to arrive at school at the correct time.  

Ventilation  

Mr North also mentioned about the need to ensure that there is appropriate ventilation in school following the                  

Government guidelines. Since the beginning of November, the temperatures have dropped considerably and             

at times it can be colder than normal in school. Please ensure your child has an additional jumper or hoodie                    

that can go over the top of their school sweatshirt and that they have a base layer on underneath their top.    
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I wish you all a super weekend. 

Kind regards 

 Wendy O'Leary-Davies 

Deputy Head 
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