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20th March 2020. Spring newsletter 

Message from Mr North 

 

Firstly I would like to say thank you for the very kind words that you have shared with me and our team about                       

our communication and preparation for the enforced closure that we are about to endure. These have been,                 

and continue to be, unprecedented times and in these times of pressure many people stand-up to be counted.                  

I have nothing but praise for the team here at UHPS. They have worked so incredibly hard to ensure that our                     

children have been supported, have continued as best as they could during the last couple of weeks and also                   

to prepare work and activities whilst the children work from home. I would also like to thank The Samara                   

Trust and our admin team, particularly Sue Parker-Rich, for their incredible work during this time. Their                

constant support to ensure that our communication is timely and accurate has been brilliant. THANK YOU. 

  

This week has been very surreal, but as ever, we have survived with the support of each other. The children                    

continue to be at the heart of everything we do; thank you to the Year 2 team, who have had a sleepover                      

today due to the cancellation of their Tattenhall Residential next week!  

 

We have had a number of requests from critical workers for places in school during the closure, we will do our                     

best to confirm places as soon as possible, but those people who have applied for places who are self-isolating                   

at the moment will need to continue to self-isolate as per government guidelines, they will not be able to take                    

up a place before that. It has been made very clear by the government that we all need to make adjustments                     

to our daily lives to support the national, indeed global, aim to reduce the spread of the COVID19 virus, which                    

will be inconvenient and sometimes uncomfortable.  

 

Can I please urge all parents who have the capacity to keep their children at home to do so. The government                     

has stated: ‘If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading.’ If it is                      

at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

  

During the enforced closure period our teachers will continue to set work for the children and be in contact                   

with you. Please do ensure that you acknowledge their ‘announcement’ by 10:00 each morning, as this will be                  

a form of school register as part of our adjusted safeguarding protocol at this time. If you are eligible for a                     

Free School Meal, we will have been in touch with you today to see if you want to access this offer. Our staff                       

will be in contact with each other and we will continue to share information with you over the coming weeks.                    

Parents of children who are coming into school, we will be phoning you and will expect you to meet as usual in                      

the school grounds. Their class teacher will meet and greet as usual and activities will be prepared for the                   

children. 

 

We will not be open during the Easter Holiday, but the children of key workers will be able to apply for a place                       

with S4YC, who will be providing a holiday club over Easter (details are on their website:                

https://s4yc.schoolipal.co.uk)  
  

In the meantime, the grounds work has been moving on at pace. This week has seen the new pathway,                   

car-parking area and the front of school being prepared for tarmacing. The covered walkway is nearly                

completed as well. Hopefully we will be able to return to a normal routine and daily life sooner rather than                    

later. I wish you strength, resilience, best wishes and positive thoughts for the coming weeks. 
  
 

C North, Headteacher  

 

https://www.facebook.com/UHPrimarySchool/
https://twitter.com/UptonHeathCE/
https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://s4yc.schoolipal.co.uk/


 

The next two weeks in school 

As school will be closed to the majority from Friday, all events have been cancelled. Refunds for Tattenhall will 

be processed, but please bear with us on this.  

Monday 23 March Tuesday 24 March Wednesday 25 

March 

Thursday 26 March Friday 27 March 

Week 1  

 

    

Monday 30 March Tuesday 31 March Wednesday 1 April Thursday 2 April Friday 3 April 

Week 2 

 

 

    

 

 

Our Christian value for the half term- compassion 

 

A prayer for compassion and kindness that seems particularly apt this week.  

 

Lord Jesus 

During your life on earth you showed compassion and kindness to so many people who were suffering and                  

unhappy. 

Thank you for people who have shown compassion and kindness to us and given us the courage to keep going                    

even when times were tough. 

Remind us this week, when we dress, to put on the attitudes of compassion and kindness in all that we do.  

Amen.  

Tattenhall- but not as you know it! 

 

Of course, it was very disappointing for year 2 to have to cancel their residential to Tattenhall for next week.                    

But what is the best part of a residential? The sleepover with all your friends of course, and Sycamore and                    

Beech got into the spirit of the occasion by wearing their PJs and getting cosy for a movie.  
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https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/school-dinners/
https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/school-dinners/


 

Stars of the Week 

Due to updated coronavirus measures, Stars of the Week certificates were handed out in class this week. We 

hope you will understand our need to keep external visitors to school to a minimum at this time. 

 

ACORNS: Michael Mandy/Poppy Fleming. CONKERS: Edith Rae/Archie Kelly. PINECONES: Jessica Dean/Will 

Clegg. ASH: Jake Ashall/Theo Kay. YEW: Alaya MacPherson/Charlotte Beale. SYCAMORE: Emilie Ashley/Ava 

Mae Williams. BEECH: Harry Turner/Flora Taylor. HAWTHORN: John Vakatawa/Gracie Hewitt. JUNIPER: Kaiden 

Pritchard/Lyra Riley. CEDAR: Chiasa Walker-Etugo. LIME: Niamh Kenna/Ido Magal. ELM: Jasmine Muhashash/ 

Esme Graham. MAPLE: Olivia Hanna/Olivia Samuels. CHERRY: Mason Concannon/Sophia McGrady. OAK: Kian 

Woods/Eloise Robinson. MRS MORRIS: Megan Hughes. 

Branching Out forest school club and forest school sessions 

What a delight it was to see the fun had at forest school club this week. The children have been making                     

shelters, drinking hot chocolate, playing in the mud kitchen and hanging out with their friends in the calm                  

oasis that is our mini woods. Pine Cones also took a moment during their forest school session this week to                    

watch Mr Robin eat his breakfast; thank you Pine Cones for reminding us to stop and appreciate the little                   

moments of joy that are all around us. You may also have noticed some new Branching Out forest school                   

hoodies (as expertly modelled by Mr. Johnson below), families will be given the opportunity to purchase a                 

hoodie on a class by class basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online safety 

Many children now have apps on their devices, or ask to purchase apps from the app store, but is this safe? 

This week, we are looking at apps, including how to spot a fake app and restricting in app purchases. 

 

3 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HhaF0U1pIwCJTX5P2TOvN5yvoJcUtmJc/view


Home learning 

As we begin to navigate this new period of home learning, we have put together a list of excellent free                    

learning resources that you may wish to access for your child such as Twinkl, Amina Phonics and more. Please                   

see our home learning page on our website. If, for any reason, you have not yet been able to access Seesaw,                     

or Tapestry for reception, then please email us.  

 

Chester Chronicle 

Our week was also brightened by seeing our very own Branching Out in the              

Chester Chronicle, with Mrs Pearson talking all about the Level 3 Forest            

School Leader and Level 2 Outdoor Learning qualifications available at          

Upton Heath from Branching Out Training.  

 

PE with Joe 

 

As of Monday morning at 9am, the Body Coach aka Joe Wicks has 

volunteered to be the nation’s PE teacher! During this period, we’re all 

likely to be indoors more, so we all need new ways to keep active, and that includes mums and dads too! Join 

in with Body Coach TV on YouTube.  

Aldi sports kit 

We are very grateful for the new sports kit that arrived           

from Aldi this week, what a great time we’ll have with           

that! 

Community response 

At times like this, we must pull together as a community           

and there are many local initiatives if you would like to get            

involved such as Snow Angels who are offering support to          

older people with things like shopping. They can register         

for the service here. The British Red Cross are also          

supporting communities, and you can volunteer. 

 

Please take care, keep safe, and look after each other.  
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https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/home-learning/
http://www.branchingouttraining.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
http://www.snowangels.org.uk/get-involved/
https://refer-alternative-solutions.caseworkerconnectonline.org/
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer

