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1st April 2021 newsletter

Dates for the next two weeks in school

Mon 19th April Tues 20th April Wed 21st April Thurs 22nd April Friday 23rd April

Week 1 Menu

Mon 26th April Tues 27th April Wed 28th April Thurs 29th April Friday 30th April

Week 2 Menu
Parents’ evenings
commence

Parents’ Evening Availability

Monday 26th   - Acorns, Conkers, Beech, Sycamore

Tuesday 27th  - Acorns, Conkers, Ash, Holly, Yew, Sycamore, Juniper, Hawthorn, Hazel, Birch, Elm

Wednesday 28th - Sycamore, Juniper, Hawthorn, Lime, Birch, Elm, Oak, Chestnut

Thursday 29th - Ash, Holly, Yew, Beech, Juniper, Hawthorn, Lime, Hazel, Birch, Elm, Oak, Chestnut

Easter Extreme Reading Challenge!

Where’s the strangest place you’ve ever read a book? What wonderful thing could you do whilst reading your
favourite book? Over the Easter holidays we would like you to take a photo of yourself reading in a strange
place and show everyone how reading can be done anywhere and anytime! Get your book, get someone to
take a photograph and get caught reading!

Share your photo on Seesaw or Tapestry by Wednesday 21st April so your class can vote for their favourites.
The chosen photos will be displayed in our school library.

Happy Extreme Reading!

*Remember to stay safe - reading is meant to be fun, not dangerous!

https://www.facebook.com/UHPrimarySchool/
https://twitter.com/UptonHeathCE/
https://www.uptonheath.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EbFMUL3koHZUFRNd_T2iXnhYYE_UkbZt/view?usp=sharing


Lost Property

As the weather is warming up, we are having plenty of sweatshirts/cardigans left on the playground, benches
etc.   Please ensure that your child’s uniform is named to enable us to return the items to the correct person.



STARS OF THE WEEK
ACORNS: Ariana Tamasanu for
working really hard on her reading
and writing and showing great
understanding of what she has
read;
Zackary McGrath for ‘wowing’
everyone with his amazing and
fluent reading.

CONKERS: Llewyn Fletcher for
being a kind friend and for trying
really hard with morning phonics;
Freddy Hughes for being so
polite and trying so hard with his
phonics.

ASH: Kian Molloy for always
smiling and cheering others up;
Will Clegg for trying his best in
lessons and always being helpful.

YEW: Arthur Hughes for his
reading and his lovely smile;
Filipe Bainivalu for trying his
best in reading and maths.

HOLLY: Archie Kelly for making
good choices;
Henry McKnight for being
adventurous and trying new
things.

SYCAMORE: Henry Gray for
showing lots of enthusiasm
towards all of the work we do in
class;
Alfie Thompson for always
coming into school with a positive
attitude, he is always kind and
respectful towards others.

BEECH: Jack Lawson for being a
super reader and always trying his
very best especially with all things
English;
Alaya Macpherson for showing
kindness by helping others
(especially her teachers) and
working hard every single week!

HAWTHORN: Fionnley Orchard
for always completing home
learning activities and being
happy;
Paige Gibbs for always trying
hard and making an effort.

JUNIPER: Ilya Beddows for
being a little ray of sunshine;
Pirisila Aminio for finishing off
our Easter performance so
beautifully.

LIME: James Vezza for his super
postcard writing;
Olivia Bibby for her creative
science poster.

HAZEL: William Colley for super
maths and writing;
Louisa Taylor for super effort in
all lessons.

BIRCH: Poppy Sterriker for
shining like an Upton Heath
superstar, and her fantastic
hockey skills;
Thomas Ling-Swanick for
listening to all the instructions
given and good presentation.

ELM: Niamh Kenna for always
being at the ready to answer in
lessons. A really keen listener and
participator!
Terrel Kuma-Mintah for real
improvement in his attitude in
class.  Great to see those smiles.

CHESTNUT: Millie King-Magee
for always having a brilliant sense
of humour and making the
classroom a positive place to be;
Connie Standeven-Hughes for
her amazing attitude towards her
school work and for always
making us smile.

OAK: Astrid Gruber for working
hard this half term and for making
a great start on her artwork;
Jasmine Muhashash for
demonstrating the school values
all of the time.

Mrs Morris’ Act of Kindness Award  - Monica Son-Bunnell &  Esme Graham



Year 5

This week, Year 5 enjoyed a virtual presentation from Mr Brankin on constellations. The children learnt so
much about the night sky and even had the opportunity to ask questions of their own. Year 5 would like to
thank Mr Brankin for his time and for sharing his knowledge on constellations and the night sky.

LETTER FROM MR NORTH

01/04/2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

It is incredible how quickly the end of an academic term can arrive all of a sudden. It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were
welcoming all of our children back into school, sharing those feelings of excitement, anticipation and nervousness. Now that
the term has come to an end I have to congratulate you all. Our children have been a delight to have in school, they have,
mostly, conducted themselves fabulously, they have been a credit to you and our school. It is very clear that remote learning
has been quite successful for many of our children, that some children benefited from being in school during that time and
have continued to thrive now that all of our children are back into the swing of the school day. Some children are still finding
the length of the school day a challenge and are still a bit over reliant on adults to achieve their best, but the children’s
resilience and hard-work and desire to achieve is very evident across the school. We have been focusing on delivering a more



creative curriculum experience over the last few weeks, for a variety of reasons. Our endeavours to cover aspects of the
curriculum that may have been missed due to the need to use specialist equipment, or simply that it is better to do it with the
children in the classroom or out of it in school.

We have focused on giving the children the chance to explore our mini-woods and enjoy being outdoors and spending time
with their class peers, as being isolated at home has negatively impacted on relationships and children have needed that time
to get used to being with each other again. It has been a pleasure to see how well the children have responded to those
opportunities. Consequently, I must take this opportunity to thank the UHPS team for their resilience, compassion and their
commitment to work together to plan and deliver such a range of great activities. They have gone above and beyond to
ensure that our children have had the chances to feel safe, secure, and to be able to thrive each day. The number of children
who have been recommended for Headteacher’s Awards and for being Stars of the Week due to their incredible positivity
and their hard work or thoughts and support of each other is proof that our school community is one that all should be proud
to be a part of.

The Easter break is now upon us, a time to reflect and share and a time to have a rest and take stock of what has been
achieved over the last few months. A time to take those initial steps towards the easing of restrictions and spend time with
friends and families. It is expected that cases of COVID will increase during this time of eased restrictions, so I would ask that
if anyone does test positive that they inform the school as soon as possible to enable us to put track and trace systems into
place, if we need to and also to enable us to inform the relevant authorities. If someone in your household does test positive
the email is COVID@thesamaratrust.cheshire.sch.uk

I will be monitoring this on a daily basis in the next week and then every other day of the second week of the Easter break.
Measures in school will be remaining the same until otherwise advised by the DfE and/or Public Health England (PHE), so on
our return to school on Monday 19th April, staggered starts will still be in place, see below as a reminder. I will also be asking
you to keep your children with you at all times during drop-off and pick-up.

Cohort Group Drop-Off
Arrangements

Comments Pick Up Arrangements

Year 6 (Oak and
Chestnut
Classes)

08:30am Current Year 6 entrance, access
door to the new building
between the retained building
and the new.

3:30pm from the same
place.

Year 5 (Birch
and Elm
Classes)

08:30am Please drop off at the access
door at the playground end of
the new building.

3:30pm from the same
place.

Year 3 (Juniper
and Hawthorn
Classes)

08:40am Please drop off at the classroom
door (final two ground floor
classrooms of the new building)

3:10pm from the same
place.

Year 1 (Ash,
Holly and Yew
Classes)

08:40am Please drop off at the classroom
doors in the retained building.

3:10pm from the same
place.

Year 4 (Hazel
and Lime
Classes)

08:50am Please drop off at the access
door at the playground end of
the new building.

3:20pm from the same
place



Year 2
(Sycamore and
Beech Classes)

08:50am Please drop off at the classroom
door (two ground floor
classrooms of the new building)

3:20pm from the same
place

Reception

(Acorns and
Conkers
Classes)

09:00am Please drop off at the classroom
door, labelled Acorns and
Conkers)

3:00pm from the same
place

SIBLINGS CAN BE DROPPED OFF TOGETHER AT THE EARLIEST TIME. Staff will be available to accept children at an
earlier time.

SIBLINGS CAN LEAVE TOGETHER AT THE EARLIEST TIME. Staff will arrange the transfer of children to one place where
the earliest leavers are leaving from. Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 children who are leaving with a younger sibling at an earlier
time, will be collected from their classroom door.

Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 children who are being picked up earlier with a younger sibling will be collected from the Studio,
where a member of staff will be supervising a handover.

You will have been informed of our “Extreme Read” photograph competition by your child’s teacher. We will be focusing on
raising the profile of reading over the coming months, and want to make it as much fun as possible, so please have a look on
Seesaw or Tapestry. Some parents will also have been informed that their child has been selected to have some additional
support from tutors who I have commissioned using the support of the National Tuition Programme, which provides schools
with tutor partners and funds 75% of the cost for schools. We will be delivering 15 hours of additional 1:3 sessions (an hour or
30 minutes a day). Tutors are known to the school, as they have worked with us previously. This is a great opportunity to
boost children’s learning and I would actively encourage your support if contacted.

Year 3 have produced an Easter Service for us this year, which is being shared with you on Seesaw and Tapestry, please take
the opportunity to watch it.

I want to take this opportunity to also thank our PTA, whose activities have been curtailed somewhat during the pandemic, but
their support has been unwavering. I want to thank Helen and her team for their support during my time as Headteacher and
welcome the chance to work with Cher, who is taking on the mantel of Chair of the PTA once again. The PTA have been very
keen to plan activities for all of our children and wanted to mark Easter by sharing an egg for every child, or an alternative for
those children with allergies. We do not yet know if we will be able to arrange a summer fair; as we have known it previously,
but we are planning to hold some sort of an event or events for the children. More information will be shared once we have
made more detailed plans.

So what of next term? Next term we see the return of Mrs Howie, who has been on maternity leave, and Miss Preston will be
returning after the June half term break from her adoption leave. Miss Whitby will be remaining with Sycamore Class for the
rest of the academic year. I will be sharing with you how we will be deploying our teaching staff (hopefully by the June Half
Term) and sharing with you the plans for our school development for the next academic year. We will be limited with the
amount of activities that we will be able to hold involving parents coming into school, but as soon as we are able to we will
make the appropriate arrangements and plans.

We have made arrangements to welcome our new families whose children will be joining us in September, but we are also
conscious that our new Reception families, who joined us this academic year, haven’t had the opportunity to get together
either, to help get to know each other. Our PTA are very aware of this and will be in touch when we are able to plan and make
arrangements to get people together and give you a proper UHPS welcome.



Wishing you all a very Happy Easter.

Yours faithfully

C. North

Conrad North
Headteacher


