Upton Heath Church of England Primary School.
Upton Lane, Chester, CH2 1ED. 01244 972970

24th September 2021 newsletter
Dates for the next two weeks in school

Mon 20th Sept

Tues 21st Sept

Wed 22nd Sept

Thurs 23rd Sept

Friday 24th Sept

Tues 28th Sept

Wed 29th Sept

Thurs 30th Sept

Fri 1st October

Week 1 Menu

Mon 27th Sept
Week 2 Menu

TTRS/Numbots Dress up day

Bikes and Scooters
Just a gentle reminder that bikes and scooters are NOT to be ridden on school premises by children or adults.
Thank you

School Lunch Procedure
Please follow this link for our School Lunch Procedure for 2021-2022

High School September 2022
Reminder for Year 6 Parents - the closing date for high school applications is 31st October 2021.

Families Cheshire Magazine
Here is the link to the current issue of Families Cheshire Magazine Sep/Oct 2021.
Local family events and activities are finally back! Our What’s On Guide and Activities and Days Out have
loads of options for families wanting to get out and about in September and October.
For those staying close to home we have activities including Autumn Crafts, Growing oak trees from acorns,
DIY Halloween costumes, Halloween decorations and Black History Month ‘Who’s Who’ Quiz.

The magazine is also full of great advice and tips for parents including Tips for a positive parents’ evening,
Dealing with back to school anxiety, Ride to school safely and Teacher Talk.

National Coding Week
This week we have been celebrating ‘National Coding Week’ to raise the profile of
this important part of the computing curriculum. There have been lots of fun
activities going on across the school. Thank you all for demonstrating your teamwork

and resilience when learning these new skills. I’m glad so many of you have enjoyed it.
Mrs Howie
What did we get up to?
Chestnut and Oak classes have been starting the day with some algorithm challenges on Seesaw. They have
done really well with them – this will help them with a competition later on in the year! We then completed a
Stars Wars ‘Hour of Code’ activity, as did both Elm and Birch.

Yew Class enjoyed designing their own mazes as part of our activities for Coding Week. They had to give very
clear instructions so the mouse could escape from the maze and find his cheese

Y2 took their unplugged coding activity into the forest. Look at
these amazing instructions to guide them on their adventures from
Beech class. Great fun!

Juniper class showed great resilience in order to
follow the instructions they had been given to find
items in a pirate maze. They also explored coding
using the Beebot app on the ipads.

STARS OF THE WEEK
ACORNS:

CONKERS:

ASH:
Dwayne Balenaka for fantastic
teamwork building a den in the
woods;
Isla Clegg for spotting the
missing vowel.

SOTW will commence in January
for EYFS

SOTW will commence in January
for EYFS

YEW:
Sam Arnold for his enthusiasm
for learning;
Freddie Gee for his hard work
and fantastic manners.

WILLOW:
Stanley Fletcher for using
expanded noun phrases in his
writing;
Tilly Coathup for participation
and understanding with Coding
activities.

SYCAMORE:
Perry Layland for always putting
100% into his work;
Edith Rae for always being kind
and respectful towards her
friends!

BEECH:
Will Clegg for being a helpful
member of the class;
Jessica Dean for always being
ready to learn.

HAWTHORN:
Millie Shipton for always being
super ready to learn!
Elsa Hardacre for using excellent
adjectives in her writing.

JUNIPER:
Daisy Sterriker for good
listening, a positive attitude and a
determination to do her best. A
great start to Year 3;
Luke Stephen for remaining
cheerful, friendly and never
complaining despite not being able
to play out with his friends. Great
work in maths.

LIME:
Lucy Iwaniszak for settling into
Upton Heath so well and for being
a kind and helpful member of the
class;
Harvey Taylforth for always
being ready, respectful and
resilient and for setting an
excellent example to others.

HAZEL:
Oliver Davies and Niamh
Mullen
For outstanding effort shown for
homework.

BIRCH:
Isobel Taylor for fantastic
organisation and showing
kindness by helping her teacher;
Oliver Hardacre for being a
‘thesaurus master’ and always
contributing to class discussions in
a sensible and thoughtful way.

ELM:
William Taylor for his fantastic
contribution to English lessons;
George Gibson for being ready
and resilient in his approach to
learning.

CHESTNUT:
Elliot Roberts for an outstanding
piece of home learning. He
researched how we see and made
a fantastic model eye;
El-Louise James for giving 100%
in her swimming lessons and
showing resilience.

OAK:
Joshua Windsor and Joshua
Iwaniszak;
For settling into school life so well
- it’s like you’ve both always been
part of the class.

Sycamore Class - We discussed the different ways in which we all use computers.

Letter from Mr North

17/09/2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
As we come to the end of our second full week back in school, it has been a time to review and reflect on how
our new academic year has started. I have been delighted with how our children have returned to school and
how we have come together to start our learning again. I have been in classes watching our children
learning and talking with them about school and what has been helping them and what we can do to support
them too. Their responses have been excellent and it has been an absolute pleasure spending time with
them. On the whole I do feel that we, our family and school communities, have done a great job. Our
one-way system is working, the children are in school on time and ready to learn and there are lots of smiling
faces. There are some things that could be improved and for that to happen . . .
Your support is needed please. It has been brought to my attention that, especially at the end of the day,

parents are allowing their children to play on the trim trails, whilst they are waiting for their siblings to come
out of class. I respectfully ask that you keep your children off the trim trails for a couple of reasons:
children can get hurt on this equipment if they are not supervised, large gatherings prevent the flow of traffic
around the school at a very busy time and this negatively impacts on those who are walking around the school
and does not support our request to keep our one-way system clear. It also distracts children who are still at
work at the end of the day. So if you are waiting for your child to be dismissed at the end of the day, please
be mindful that other parents will be walking off site and need to be able to get through. Thank you in
advance for your support with this request.
We are coming to the end of week 3 of the new menus this week and I am meeting with Chef Jackie to gain
an overview of how well the new recipes have gone down with the children, as well as sampling most of the
new meals too! Should there be any changes we will get that information to you. I know that Mrs Parker-Rich
and her admin team will be providing you with details about how to order your child’s lunch from home and
we hope that this system will be really helpful to you.
P.E. kits:
We have asked that parents allow their children to come into school in their PE kits when the children are
scheduled to have a PE lesson. It has been noticeable that some children are not wearing the correct PE kit,
so please ensure that they have the correct kit as detailed below:
White t-shirt, black or navy shorts and pumps. Dark coloured zipped hoodies/tracksuit bottoms can be worn
on colder days or outside PE.
Yours faithfully

Conrad North
Headteacher

**********************************************

Leave of Absence Request

Leave of absence during term time will not be authorised unless the reason meets the exceptional criteria. In
response to your leave of absence request, a decision will be made and a letter sent to you within 5 working
days. If leave of absence is authorised, a date to return must be agreed with the Headteacher. A child who is
absent longer than the agreed date can be legally removed from the school register and the parent may be
liable to prosecution.
When the leave of absence is ‘unauthorised’ and a child incurs 10 unauthorised absence marks in a term, i.e.
five school days, the Local Authority may be informed and a fixed term penalty notice may be issued. The
current rates payable by parents are £60 where the amount is paid within 21 days and £120 where the
amount is paid within 28 days. This charge is per parent/carer per child. If the fixed penalty notice remains
unpaid this could lead to prosecution in the Magistrate’s Court.

