
Upton Lane 

Upton By Chester 

Chester  

Ch2 1ED 

Phone: 01244 972 970 

Fax: 01244 972 970 

E-mail: 

admin@uptonheath.cheshire.org.uk 

UPTON HEATH C OF E 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 

Reading at home is the most  

important home learning a child can do.  
Reading at home includes: 

· A child reading to an adult or older child (an 

‘expert’) 

· A child reading to a younger sibling or other    

children (the child being the ‘expert’ demonstrating 

mastery) 

· A child reads silently to him/herself. An adult 

should discuss the reading with the child,          

encouraging a dialogue about the book 

(encouraging comprehension and pleasure) 

· An adult reading to a child (encouraging the child 

in following the text), this enables children to    

engage with texts beyond their current reading 

level 

· Playing reading games 

Sharing and enjoying a good book develops a love 

of literature and reading which will improve a 

child’s academic attainment and quality of life as a 

child and adult. A bedtime story can be a very   

enjoyable and effective way of engaging a reluctant 

reader. Just because an activity is enjoyable, relax-

ing or nurturing does not mean it isn’t home      

learning! 

 

Most children take home banded books from 

school, graded according to difficulty. From Y2 chil-

dren choose their own book from within the colour 

band that they are confident independent     

readers. This enables all children to read a book at 

home successfully.   

 

The home reading books may be a band lower than 

the texts children read in Guided Reading with their 

teacher. Home reading books provide consolidation 

and reinforcement of children’s reading ability at 

their current level.  

 

Children can then develop as fluent readers and 

engage with meaning and higher order reading 

skills such as inference (reading between the 

lines). Teachers will check your child’s home read-

ing record at least once a week during guided read-

ing session. Please ensure your child has their 

Reading Record in school every day.  

 

Teachers will speak to children and their parents or 

carers when they do not read regularly at home. 
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Learning  

Together 

  

Spelling 

Children have a daily phonics/grammar    

session and the children’s ability to apply 

their spelling and grammar knowledge is   

assessed informally when the children write 

independently. Children are formally        

assessed in spelling annually through the Y1 

Phonics check, KS1 and KS2 SATS and     

optional SATS tests. 

 

All children are expected to learn spellings 

they are given to learn at home using Look, 

Say, Cover, Write, Check and other methods 

taught. 

 

Parents and carers can help children with 

any spellings they need to learn to ensure 

the child is successful in school. 
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Supporting your child at home 



At Upton Heath C of E Primary School we aim 

to nurture children’s interest and enjoyment 

of learning.  
 

 

Children learn best where there is a          

successful partnership between parents and 

carers, the child’s first educators, and the 

school.  
 

When learning at home is linked to           

current programmes of work it informs     

parents about learning in school, enabling 

them to support their child effectively.  

Home learning linked to school work can play 

a significant part in a child’s motivation to 

continue their learning journey.  

 

Home learning is planned alongside the 

teacher’s topic and weekly planning.  

 

Age appropriate learning is planned as    

either 

• Teacher led differentiated activities in 

class (via the year group wiki) 

• Whole school activities 

• Child initiated learning in class 
Child independent learning at home (with 

or without adult support) 
 

Not all home learning involves a finished 

product. Such open ended home learning 

can include: 

* Learning (eg Mathematical facts, Science 

facts) 

* Preparing for a talk in class or piece of 

writing 

*  Researching for a topic 

 

Home learning can include activities        

initiated by parents and carers as well as 

those initiated by teachers. To support   

parents and carers we provide information 

via the VLP.  

 

The children will have a home-learning 

journal that can be used to record their 

home-learning.  

 

Marking 

Staff will acknowledge the home learning 

through a comment or stamp made in the 

learning journal. Some home-learning    

particularly at KS2 might be marked 

through the class work it has contributed 

to. Usually the marked piece will be      

completed in class, using the home     

learning to enhance and raise the child’s 

achievement. Children who engage with 

and complete their home-learning will 

therefore achieve higher standards in class 

than children who do not complete their 

home-learning.  

Home-Learning 

Home-learning is a partnership between 

the home and school.  

 

The school will ensure that home-

learning set is relevant and purposeful.  

 

In line with our aim for home learning, we set up 

tasks for the purpose of enriching, enhancing and 

supporting learning. The table below gives a 

guide to the time that should be spent on home 

learning following consultation with staff, parents 

and children.  
 

 

 

Obviously some tasks require more or less time 

than that indicates. If your child has worked hard 

and to the best of his/her ability but not        

completed a task, please make a note for the 

teacher in the home learning journal or reading 

record. We would prefer to see that a child has 

done their best than hear that it has been a chore 

and has put your child off learning.  The          

emphasis is on how the work at home helps your 

child to learn, rather than on whether it takes a 

certain amount of time. 

 

Children will have home-learning covering all    

areas of the curriculum. This can include physical, 

creative (art and music), historical, scientific, ge-

ographical or personal and social learning.  Each 

half-term a ‘wiki’ will appear on the Virtual Learn-

ing Platform which will outline the home learning 

tasks that are to be completed.  

 

 
 
 

Year Group Daily 
Reading, +,-,x,÷, 
and phonic work 

(and/or IEP work) 

Weekly 
Other Home Learn-
ing- tasks provided 
by the teacher via 
the wiki on VLP 

Reception 5 – 10 minutes 10 – 15 minutes 

Year 1 10 – 15 minutes 10 – 15 minutes 

Year 2 and 3 15 – 20 minutes 20 – 30 minutes 

Year 4 and 5 25 – 30 minutes 30 – 40 minutes 

Year 6 30 – 40 minutes 50 minutes 

 Early Years Foundation Stage  

 

The most important contribution 

parents can make to their child’s early  

learning is to talk, listen, read and play 

with their child.  
 

We would hope that every child shares a   

reading book with a member of their family 

for at least 5 minutes every day.  

Teachers will send home an outline of the 

sounds we are working on in school, and also 

some ‘tricky words’ to learn.  

As the year progresses we will also ask the 

children to produce some home learning to 

share with the class. This may be in the form 

of pictures, models, writing or research.  

For this home-learning task, children will be 

given an extended period of approximately 2-

3 weeks to complete this, with the emphasis 

being that it is the child’s own work which 

they can bring in to talk about. 

Home-Learning Guidelines 


