
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

Overview 

 

Animals, including humans 

 

 

 

Everyday Materials 

 

 

 

Plants 

 

 
 

 

Seasons* 

 

 
 

   
Name and 
identify 
common 
animals 

  
 

Examine seeds in 
an apple 

Compare leaves on 
the ground and on 

the trees 
 

Describe leaves 
and their structure 

 
Use senses to 

describe a leaf 
 

Compare leaf loss 

and tree size (2) 
 

Measure rainfall 
at different points 

in the year (5) 
 

Describe weather 
over a short period 

of time (1) 
 

Describe weather 
in different the 

seasons (4) 
 

Observe how day 
length varies 

 
Understand why 

animals hibernate 
 

*unit runs 
throughout the 

year 

  
Understand the 

parts of the body 
 

Associate parts of 
the body with 

different senses (5) 

Describe the 
structures of 
different animals 

 
Compare the 

structures of 
different animals 

 
Classify animals 

based on their 

features (4) 

Identify between an object and how it is 
made 

 
Name a variety of everyday materials 

including plastic, wood, metal, glass, water 
and rock 

 
Understand which materials can be 

recycled (3) 

Visit and examine 
a variety of local 
trees over time 

 
Find weeds and 

examine their roots 
(2) 

Suggested 

Content 

Explore the sense 
of 

touch using 
different parts of 

the body 
 

Make close 
observations of 

facial features (2) 
 

Compare different 
parts of the body 

both between 
people and over 

time (1) 

 
Understand the 
features of fish, 

amphibians, 
reptiles and 

birds 
 

Group animals as 
fish, amphibians, 
reptiles and birds 

 
Identify what 

different animals 
eat 

 
Consider and experiment with materials for 

creating an umbrella (4) 
 

Identify and name materials based on their 
properties 

 
Describe how shaving foam changes over 

time 

(1) 

Identify and 
name plants in 

the school 
grounds 

 
Note changes in 

growth of a 
sunflower 

(1) 
 
 

Experiment 
with different 

types of 

compost (5) 
  Classify animals 

as carnivores, 
herbivores and 

omnivores 

 
Collect and 

sort leaves 
(4) 

Observing 

over time 

 
 

How does my height change over the 

year?(1) 

 
 

What happens to shaving foam over 

time? (1) 

 
How does my 

sunflower change 

each week? (1) 

 
 

Pattern 

seeking 

 
 

 

 Is there a pattern 
in where we find 
weeds growing 

in the school 

grounds? (2) 

 
Do trees with 

bigger leaves lose 
their leaves first in 

autumn? (2) 

 
Research 

  
 

Which materials can be recycled? 
(3) 

  

Identifying 

& classifying 

 
 

How can we organise all the zoo 

animals? (4) 

 
Making an umbrella – which 

materials are 

waterproof? (4) 

How can we sort 
the leaves that we 
collected on our 

walk? 

(4) 

How would you 
group these things 
based on which 
season you are 
most likely to see 
them 

in? (4) 

Comparative 

tests 

 
 

Is our sense of smell better when we can’t 

see? (5) 

 
 

Which materials are the most 

absorbent? (5) 

 
Which type of 

compost grows 
the tallest 

sunflower? (5) 

 
In which season 

does it rain the 

most? (5) 
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